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rable & vertuous his very good La- 


Feat wiſheth increaſe of Honor 
„and Vextue. 3 


onors,as vpon two Ladies, whoſe vertues deſetues a- 
honig the beſt tlie patronage of fach a famous antiquity. 
x iftruth be the daughter of time, and time the Heral⸗ 

ſt imblazeth affections. The report that the Greci- 
ans made of the Princeſſe of Ithaca, may ſeeme but a fic- 
tion compared with the fame of your Ladiſhips vertu- 

3074 5 ous 


: 
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* d. when they xe 


enemies (if rg d mavgre.1 eir teet 
to be true diſcouerers o 3 his 
Od n the life of Vliſſes becauſe hee 
was wiſc. And! {may it pleaſe y ur Ladiſhips) haue 
tempted the diſcourſe df Pevelo; pes Web,fprithar 
was chaſt, that as diuers reading ili Pogts works didi i 
mitate his wiſdome ſpoke well of his pollicie: ſo ſome 2 
glancing at this toy may take apreſident SES 

& giuethanksto were ehr dee enou 


life broughtthis worketo! r ſor EI 0 

that Homers pen dea dfb 470 ce, 48 
2 EY 0 1 

harſh ſtyle and me thod mak kes th NO har — gelle 


was as ſoft as the Seres wool be as as rou gh as Goates haire. 


I confelle my aner eee —— elarme par- 


done of courſe: yet thus . rebar ar 
chat althqugh Demoſihe arp te ſot his Oratiõ 
becauſe it was curious: yei Nemius got the ſentence for 


the trueih of lus plaine tale. Penelope her ſelf was more 
chaſt then; page uent. Virgill was ſeene to haue Ennius in 
77 8 hek den [dies e che ſweetverſas 


ouer the Satyres of Iauenall. 
ope your Ladiſhi ps wil vouchſafe of Penelop 


Wes. at leaſt for the vertue of the ywyowan that { 
wrought it, thoughthe Cloath workers arte haue giuen 
i [vbada gloſſe. Damydas cauſed his Patzat to peatke vn- 
era Pra onof braſſe to detend it ſromthꝭ Vulturcs ty 
ranny:an . kresde dus fimple. 1 worke vnder your Ho 
nors patronage, that the enuious, whoſe. tungs cut like 
Swords, may like the Serpent feare to offend that hearb , 

hereon the beames oft ae Sunne doth reſt. Thus ho- 
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es, Icommit your honors 
to the Almightie. 
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4 
71 oft( Gentlemen) haue Irelyed vpon your courte · 
le, and found you ſo fauorable, that fill I aduenture 

Q Ito pt +47 we oy —— as 
my imenc ig bo ple 5 it might be M ithout of- 
ſo I ſhallbe pardoned of all, though 8 co farte: It 

may be the forehead is not alwaies a true heralt of affections, nei- 
ther the rules of Phiſiognomie infallible principles: for they 
which ſmiled at the Theatre in Rome, might aſſoone ſcoffe at the 
rudeneſſe of the Scene, as giue a Plaudite at the perfection of the 
action, and they which paſſe ouer my toies with ſilence, may per- 
happesſhrowdea miſlike in ſuch patience, if they doe, yet ſooth- 
ing my ſelfe inthe hope of their courteſies, I ſleepe content like 
Phidias in mine owne follies, thinking all is wel, til proofe tels me 
the contrarie. Iwas determined at the firſt to haue made no ape 
to yout fauorable opinions, fbr that the matter is womens 


5 
* 


ptattle, about the vntwiſting of Penelopes Web. But conſidering 


that Mars will ſometime bee prying into Venus papers, and gen- 
tlemen deſitous to heate the patlie of Ladies, I thought rather to 
write a line to much, and ſo be counted forward, then by leauin 

out one title, incurre your diſpleaſures, and ſo be iudged homirde 
but whatſocuerI haue done or written, Ionely deſire for my 
paines your fauorable acceptance, and ſo wiſh to you, as to my 


ſelle, to liue fottunate, and dye happy. 


Tours to vſe, Robert Greene. 


20 


To tbe en FE er 27 
„ dyes ot England. rol 


4 IN ter chat (Gentle omen)l had 33 
ed this worke of Penelopes Web, and 
7 was willing to commit it to the 
10. SS Ab Preſſe, 1 fell to patlyt withmy felte, 
whether I should ſtayir it as- Apelles did Venus pic- 
ture, halfe ynfinished in the Printers fourmes: or 
thruſt it out as Myſon did a tagged table beſcratcht 
with a penſell. Apelles was frowardjand Myſon too 
forward, both faulry,and.cuery man hath his folly, 
It may be ſome will thinke me of Antiſthenes tac- -. 
tion, thatlayed plarformes of euery mans life, and 
yet the Philoſopher was more vviſe in his precepts 
then vvary of his ovvne gouernment: and count 
me very œconomycall that ſeeke to ſette dovvne 
the duety ofa vvife, & to deliuer principles to ſuch 
a purpoſe. If Thaue intermedled too far, it is (Gen- 
tlevvomen) in diſcouering the vertues of your lex, 
not in cenſuring ſeuerely of your actions: for I pre- 
{ſent but the vievv of thoſe vertues that naturally 
are, 


vowes to Lucyna.. I DFENen as 
ing all generally to be vertuous,) but perſwade as 
one wishing particufarly erh one should lyue 
well and — ye beter i 1 are enuyous 
udge at my doing: Iſtraight for refuge flye to 
goin ords,which' J. aug a ie <4 de- 
-tenſory ſuch as loue to backbyte. Commit- 
ding therefore my Booke to your patronage, leaſt 
the gates being too big for the Cittythe M oun- 
taine should ſeeme to lwelland bung os * 


1158870 io Lich you al uch happy! 
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Bard Ithaca: but? 
nine wallngs bew;ap 
Neptune to ſhewe her 
ktis deſires, I meane 
erfictall glozp of well 
| e by ay- 


gg. 


makes manffeft:fo:thettme 
mons both pou and /my paydes to lleepe 


Penelope — 1 * 
2 — 


whom the Idea ot Viiſtes painted in ber tho 8, had refolued 


to dye the wife of lo god a 5 e eee — 1 with 


the warrant of her chaſt ity ſougbt 
w 


pptife their dumoꝛous 
perſwaſions,. But the Hoble n del 


and fyme had 


Woe mh as of denpall, fell into flat: traued an 
er. toꝛtune hat miſhap, 

bat wag d2t- 
wen to ſæke x K bg ( 6 pꝛenent that 


which the hon im noz Her tence ofbe rhaſfitywas not 
able to dete ip hetteefrom 


ie rn 
20 ell et * 2 her 11 1 12 25 Ep het 1 


beben e d ot 
El dit TILE 
who knew that as 11 1 1 5 eat, the — — 


this reply, whey —_ 


— long. content 

what 4 fer " 75 Looks inf 

derat ion with her _ mn Nad. 
camne,the neut 12 rtiod, Ino the gre Neben 
his per fo: manxe, che beg 54 gap ll oe Fable: 
ned her aſhftto make! hr anne vntwiffingas muth 


in the night e h 
(tos that then ele t und golden flep 
ged that der byvefits thould 17 
of ſuch a politick hufwile daccompented witd bir 
Nurſe and two Paide s, to paſſe away the time in parle, thinx⸗ 
ing thus both to further her 10 end pꝛocure palne to be 
mittigated by fucb e theretoꝛe that ber 
* be ganto node aa nke, the wan ened 
em out ot tbetr dꝛeamt s w b ts mer e tan but ſnitle 
(Norſe)to ſee how time min ett u dict tn ton ot ages by affec- 
tions, and the diſpoſitfor/ ofthe ſences followers ergely thetem- 
prrature xconftitution of they? þbvits,as apattituler inſtance 
+ — reſt lum⸗ 
tfhough-the * 


18 IL e. 


is al one the eſfe&s are diuers:foʒ age whom nature hath ſtozed 
with imper fea ton and diſeaſe, and therefoꝛe fr dlrom the fare 
of diſquteted thoughts, teacheth theſences by tbe deſire oflæp, 
bow the number of pour peres are dated vnto death: that with 
Antiſthenes wee map ſap how the bed reſembleth the graue. 

and þ cloſing of the ſences the diſſoluing of life: mp matdes who 
youth perſwades vnto reſt, and want ofcare, pꝛooues that the 
blacke Dre neuer troade on their fete,onelp cares ha bo to ſerue 
tune: fa2 that no other care hathj yet bitten them by the hele, x 
ſo reſoluing their minds in quiet by ſuch content, ſeekes to pleq⸗ 
ſure the ſences by lt dumbers: but 3 paze ſoule whom fo2- 
tune hath ſet as a lubiea, wheron fo wozke the vartable points 
of her inconſtancy, finde mp ſences ſocountermanded with dil⸗ 
quieted thoughts, as deſire olcontent dzawes me into a labo⸗ 
rinth of reſtleſſe paſions. 

Eubula ene of ber Paldes that was molt familtar with ber 
Lady, made this pꝛetty and pithy reply: remember ( Madam) 
that ph dias, dzawing the counter faite ot᷑ youtb,figureth labour 
as the taſꝶ · maſter ot᷑ his ad ions. eaſe as the paymaſter ot his 
deſerts: meaning as Ican toniedure by the Emblrame, tbat as 
it behouctb vouih to ſpend the dap in wozke, wbereby to auoide 
the ſugred ſnares that idleneſle lapeth to intrap the ſences: ſo 
the guerdifo2 ſach foz ward indeuour s is to conſume the night 
in ſweet and quiet ſlumbers, leaſt the vitall ſpirits ouercharged 
with to much labour ſhould ether grudgeat to ſoꝛe an impoſt, 
oꝛ elſe tall to inconuenſente by ouerlong tople and watchings : 
Extremity is euer a vice, to much in euerp thing is hurtful, and 
the greateſt p;odigality is the expence ot the eye: J meancnot 
(Madame) in gazing wantanly, but in watching over niggard⸗ 
ly: which when I conſider how pꝛodigal pour honour is inthis 
point, à cannot but (as euer 3 baue done meruaile at your wil⸗ 
dome and vertue, ſo no w to wonder at pour loue and conſtancy: 
fo:thinking withmy ſelfthat pour Grace is ſeatedin a Thꝛone 
of Maieſt y, e doꝛned with a Stepter and a Dpadem, honoured 
with the poſſe ſſion of a Kingdome a thetytle of a Nucene,rich, 
dn and paung, the very aduocates ot vanity ; and ſer — 
6 13 2 that 
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fyat the affect ton our Vighnes beares to Vliſſes, the loue to 
your Þuſband,the vow to tur Loꝛd, thougb in long abfence 
ſtill quaitifies the fozenamed pleaſures with the ſwert dea w ot a 
modeſt chaftity:J muſt( Madame) witdout flattery fay, that in 
requſtall of ſuch tonſt ant affra ion, the Gods in iuſt ice muſt 
crowne you with immoꝛtality, and the wozld reward pon with 


fame and honour. | 


Inderd quoth Vygeniz(fozfo was her ſecond aide called) 


when I fee maieſty a contented copartner with labo2,and a re⸗ 
ſolutefarewel! to eaſe: the chofen tompanton to a Nucene, 3x 
cannot thinke but fone is a great Lo2d,thatin a womans affec- 
tions wozketh ſuch ſtraunge effects. Cake heede quoth Iſmena 
(which was the faſt and youngefoftheth2&)that in this woꝛd 
kone,yor decettienot por elfe: fozthere is an Amphtbological 
equiyocation in it, which dꝛowneth ß hearers oft in alaboztnth 
of perplexed conceipts. As dow quoth Penelope, let vs beare 
pou make this diſtind ton? Iſmena that was young and very 
quicke witted, willing to content her Ladies humour by begut · 
ling the night with pꝛattle, applying as well her fingers to the 
webas her tongue to tte tale, went foꝛwardthus in her deſerip⸗ 
tion. Although adame) experience hath not taught mer to ſet 
downethe diuers effects of Lone, vet the Phiſſt ion by reading; 
oft knoweth the nature of the Simple as well as the Gardner 
that planteth it:4 be which ſerth Foꝛtune ſtanding on a Globe, 
map iudge ſhe is fickle though he try not her incõſtancp: many 
ſpeak ofthe Crocadiles teares that neuer felt her dete pts, and 
diacrs tondemne Diogenes foꝛa ſinick that ſaw uot bis Tub: 
Lhe Shbomanker cozreced*Appelies picture, pet be knewnct 
the vſe oftbe Penſell : 4 3 map by rour honours paticnce talke 
of Venus Temple that ntuer (melt the fume cf her Sacrifice, 
but to ſay what J Haueheard , thus tothe matter. A nacreon, 
Menander and Ouid, withothers, who were flurſeus in th is 
g moꝛous Philoſophy, haue as they ſet down pꝛint iples, ſo pen⸗ 
ned down pzecepts, wher by the fond and vartable effects of lout 
is manifeſtly deciphered, calling it by the na me ofa God, a+ vn⸗ 
der that tyile bew2aping the fozceable cKicariethat by s pꝛeto⸗ 
minant 


Feneiopes VVeb. 


minant qualitv, it doth infuſe into humane minds: other whiles 
a Furp, as diſcouering the ſoꝛrows, grietes, and diſqufets that 
pꝛoteded from ſuch a furious humour, painting Cupid blind, 
as noting the ſeltconteipt in eboite, like a little bov, as figuring 
ſmall gouernment, not leueled by the pꝛopoꝛtton of reaſon, win⸗ 
ged, as abſolntely pourtaying inconſtant and fickle paſſions of 
L oners,whofe thoughts are variable, whoſe ſioves are momẽ⸗ 
tary;like to the ſhadows which: Iuno pꝛeſented to the Giants. 
bꝛinging fozth like the Ceader tries fatre leaues but no fcuites,. 
and as the Date hauing foft rindes, but within ſtones as hard 
as ſtæle: This loue( Madame) pꝛeſented by Venus as an inuca⸗ 
gle obied, no ſ@ner entreth the eye but he pterceththe heart, not 
actompanied with vertue to perſwade, but armed with the out- 
ward hew of beauty to conſtraine, which what effect ſoener en- 
ſueth, waxeth at laſt ſoꝛro w and repentance: Such was the lone 
of Dido to </Ercar, that freeing the turious foꝛme of the diſſem⸗ 
bling tranger.th2ongh to ouer haſty affection, did both ruinate 
herſelfe and der u ingdome. Ariadna bp crediting the \wete 
tales ot Theſeus, Me de a of Iaſon, Phillis of Demophon, and inffs 
nite other, which entring into this paſtton runs headlong after 
endleffe reptntancdtde. 

Chts lone is like the Baaran Leafe which ſcene pleaſeth, but 
touched pierceth the ſkinne, this loue is that which ouerruling 
pong heads, ſotteth the ſentes, dulleth the wittes, bindꝛeth qut- 
et, and maketh a paſſtonate tonfuſton in the minde of man called 
by the title ol loue. which inderd is mareluſt and vanity:wher- 
as true and per fed fone hath his foundatton vpon vertueoncly, 
ayming at the in ward perfection ofthe mind, not at p cutward 
tomplea ion of the body, ahtch decresſcth not but increaſcth w 
time, vnſt ing the harts with ſuch ſtrickt leages of amitp, that it 
at tounteth att labour a pfeaſure, to ſhew entles deſtre by el⸗ 
keas, as (Me dam) to infer your ſelf foꝛ an inſt ante who not pot 
ſelled withthts fond kurp which ine katne to tome krom Venus, 
but that ſettled fancy, wh ich we are ſure pꝛetedes from vertue, 
although tor Pince Vliſſes hath ten peres ben abſent at the 
fiedge of Loy, and repo?t inthis fpace hath made ſundzy and 

3 3 vnctr- 
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vncertaine tales of his death:althoughthe ſtately pallace of pe · 
ne lope hath (warmed W the Loꝛds of Ithaca, thinking by ſuns 
dꝛy aſlaultes to make ſhipw2acke of loue: yet hath atfed ion, ar · 
med with vertue ſo grounded the mind from waueringſo much 
as in thought, ñ̊ neither reſpec ing their youth, beautp, noꝛ rp 
ches, yourbighnes ſpareth no pains, as pzofe makes manifeſt, 
ſtil! to remaine the conſtant wife of Vliſſes: Much was the loue 
of Luctece, that Tquine in the abſence of her huſband found 
her ſelfe not idle, therebyto entertame pleaſure, but fitting a⸗ 
monglt her maids bꝛeaking of wal, by ſuch huſwikerp ta ato(d 
the alutements of vanitp:ſuch was theloue of the Romane Ma. 
crina, that in the ſpace hir Huſeband Lentulus remained at the 
warres, ſhe neuer was found from the whele: both theſe,fame 
bath ch2onicled with honour, 4 3 am ſure Madame the repoꝛte 
ok your chaſt itie being once ſpꝛed ab2oade, the Gretians ate as 
pꝛodigal in pꝛaiſes as the Romans, and blind Homer ſhall be as 
readie by his pen to make pour chaſtitp immoztal,as euer was 
any of their babling Poets. The olde Nurlle, who foz all her 
nodding had giuen eareto this pꝛettie pꝛattle ot the maide, way. 
king her ſelf: at. the pzailes ol penelope, began to mumble out 
theſe woꝛds: Daughter , whether repozt oz experience bath 
taught the theſe pzinciples of loue 3 will not be inquiſitiue, but 
this 2 dareſax,thy cenſure is as true as an Ozacle, fo2 inded 
that is not loue which pierceth the eye, but which pleaſeth the 
mind, not that is founded vpony ſuperficial ſight of beauty, but 
vpon p touchſtoneof delight, which is vertue, ſuch was theloug 
of Portia to Brutus, who chaſe. him nat becauſe he was fate, but 
foꝛthat he was wiſe,not leucling cotentby theout ward ſhape, 
but by the inwardſubftance,not ſetting downe the p2operty of 
aſtetton as our gentlewomen doe now a dates that muſt haue 
their Hulbands as brautifull as Adows,as pꝛoude as Narc iſ. 
us, as fine as Cl. eto, as neate as map be,o2 els bis Penny gets 
no Patetnoſter: wheras true loue inquixeth (fthe man be ver; 
tuous, as dulpicii did of Lentulus, if he be valiant, as Andro- 
mache did of, Hector, if he be wiſe, as Hipperchia did of 
Crates the Philoſopher ; not if he be veautijfull , as Helena * 
8 0 


”enelopesVVeb. 
of Paris, he bee well pꝛopoꝛttoned, asPhzdra did of Hippoli. 
ras, if he be rich as Iphiela did ot᷑ cinnatus, foz the one is immoꝛ· 
fall,buflded dpon vertae, the other momentarp, ſtaped vpon the 
gods of nature t foztune, Therfoꝛe pittachus one of the ſea- 
nen ſages,conſidering y imperfect lone, thereonght to be a ſim⸗ 
pathy of affectfons, fetting downthꝛæ kinds of mariages. The 
firſt oflone;theſecond ot labour, the third of griefe. As touching 
the firſt, Themiſtocles tetmes it a that itable contanc ion, vnt- 
ty andſoctety of them that are good, when the parties ſke not 
by a voluptuous deſire to apme at pleaſure, but by a vertuous 
intent to inioy the benefit of mutual amity: the matfage ofla⸗ 
bour is that which the Comicall Poet: Plaurus anoncheth to 
tome from the fingers, not from the eares by this allegoꝛy, as J 
ſuppoſe, meaning that women litze not bytbe repoꝛt they beare 
ok his vertue, but by thedelite they fake in fœling his treaſures, 
rather deſirous to haue gods without a man, then a man with⸗ 
out goods, which Olimpias the mother of Alexander greatly 
dated, fo2 when the heard that a Noble woman of Mace{Honia 
dad marted a rich fal, ſhe baniſht her fromthe Court, with this 
charp ſentence J line not her that pꝛeferreth wealth befo2e ver- 
tue: the ſecond ſpecies of this Genus, is where bodyly beau⸗ 
tp and out ward graces is onely regarded, where the linaments 
of the face not the literature of p mind beareth palme, this mo- 
metary affection tyeti the banes of martage witl the blades ot 
aL eeke/4beſng plumed with times feathers, kalletb with eue⸗ 
ry dewe foꝛthelesſt wꝛincle, the ſmaleſt mole, the littleſt ſcar, 
pea the winters froſt oꝛ ſummers ſunne doth vtterly ſubuert 4 
ruinate the der peſt impꝛeſſion that beauty can inſert vpon fan- 
tv, ſo that theterme of ſuch loue, it it ſcape theſe foꝛenamed ha⸗ 
zards, is pet dated but till age doth appꝛoch, whereunto well 
allenteth the Poet. 75 i | 
Forma bonum fragile oft quant um qu accedit ad annos, 
Fit mino & pad is carpitur «pſa ſus. * 


Thethird degree ofthe martage ot Labour, is when the par⸗ : 


ties are Hetherogenei diſſonant in manners, nature and age, 


where diſparit ſe of peares Hath let ſuch a difference, as neither 
| time 
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time noꝛ pꝛetenteot lone can euet beablefo retoneiſle where Pe- 
ccpite [rehus dl de age whom diſeaſes bath tyed to the Crouch 
will now with tho babe returne ta the Cradle: that ſtoaꝝing to 
the graue by burden ol ouer many yters, w(l pet offer à fothles 
Sacriũce to Venus fo à poung huſband : this well may becal- 
led a matiage of Labour, where the maried couples fo inequall 
in match: are contianally troubled with a ſpiritof diſention; co 
as the fower Glements are different-inthe(r-p2operties;ſo are 
theſe dilagrer ing in their manners: the earth 4 apꝛe ate not pla- 
ced well in one ballance:tbe fire and water b2ookes not the ſelte 
camelimites ;- age and youth map comoyne inlaw but nat in 
loue, ſith the languine complet ion ot᷑ the one. i the; melancha · 
lye+ſaturninecoſtitotis oł the other, are alwates inthoughts, 
effect e, and deſires oppolite ex dyameto: ſo that by the opini⸗ 
on ol Ariſtotle they be as it were immediat contraries: which 
Dyoniſius the elder noted very well, wben ſer ing bis Pother 
paſſing old and ouer growne with age, deüraus to mary a gong 
ſcripling, told her that it was in der power to violate the lawes 
of Syracufa, but not the lawes ofnature: this aTirmeth Plato in 
bis Androgina, ( agrethtothecenſureof Dion us, affirming, 
that marriage in olde M omen is with the Giants bellum gerere; 
cum Dis, which the Romane x ady Valeria well noted, who al- 
waies had this ſaying in her mouth, that ber huſband dyed to 
others, but liued to her foꝛeuex. And herrin can commend my 
go daughter Penelope; that hating ſuch marriages ot᷑ labour, 
doth intend both toline and dye to Viiiſes; Rap good Nurſe 
guoth Penelope, lets heare pour laſt diſt inc ion, I meane the 
marlage ofgriefe: tis Padam quoth ſhe, where the old pzonerb 
Is fulfit'd,better one houſetronbled then two, J meane where a 
bad huſband is coupled with a bad wife; where the one ſeriueth 
to ouertome the other, not in vertuous ad ions, but in diſquict 
and murmurings. Icannot thinke quoth Penelope, that there 
is anp huſbandſo bad, which the honeſt geuernment ok bis wife 
map not intime refonne, eſpeciaily it ſhe k pthoſe thʒee ſpeci⸗ 
ali points that are requiſite in every woman, Obedience, Chas 
ſtitp, and Silence, thz& ſuch graces Nurſe, as may — 
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themoſt graceleſſe huſbandinthe wozld:andbecauſemp mayds 
arepoung,and may in time trie the foꝛtune ot mariage, we wil 
this night diſrourſe ot this poynt, to diſconer the eifta s and etli⸗ 
cacie of obedtence: which ( ſoꝛ that J wil be ſirſt inthis newe de⸗ 
uiſed diſputation) I will take in hand to diſconrſe of, that both 
we map beguile the nigbt with pꝛattle, and pꝛafite our mynds 

by ſome good and vertuous pꝛecepftete. | 
The matdes hearing their Lady in ſo god a vain were glad, 
and therfo2e ſetting their hands to the M eb, and their eares to 
bir tatke, Penelope began in this manner. Zenobia the wile ot 
Radamyſius, King of Armenia, being demauded ot a Lady in 
ber Court, how ſhe pꝛotured hir huſband ſo depely to loue hit 
as he feared in any wiſe to offer her occaſion of diſpleaſure, an- 
\wered by fearing to diſpleaſe him; meaning that the chiefeſt 
point of wiſdame in a good wife, is to make aconqueft of her 
huſband by obedience, ariſtides the true and perfed Juſticiarie 
of his time, cauſed the poꝛtraiture of a woman figured on her 
knees, to be caried befozep Bꝛydes at their eſpouſals, to ſignifie 
that they meant now to obey t ſub mit, not to rule v2 command, 
foꝛ quoth he, ſuch fond and kanaſtick women as make cboiſe of 
effeminate Huſbands, thereby to challenge a ſoueraine ſuperio⸗ 
rity ouer them, map rightly be compared to choſe pꝛeſumptu⸗ 
ons foles p had rather be maſters of blind men, then ſeruants 
to the diſcrete and learned, which cauſed Plato in his Androgi- 
na to ſay that a wiſe woman ought to thinke hir huſbands ma⸗ 
ners d lawes ot ber life, which il they be god, ſhe muſt take as 
a koʒme ok her ad ions, it they be bad, ſhe muſt bꝛoke with patt- 
ence: is reaſon is thus. As a lok ing glaſſe oz Chʒiſtal though 
- molt cur iouſly ſet in ©bonte, ſerueth to ſmall purpoſe if it doth 
not liuelv repzeſent the pꝛopoꝛtion and lineaments of the face 
inſpictent: ſoa woman, though rich t beautifull, deſerueth ſmal 
pꝛapſe oꝛ fauour, it the courſe ot her life be not dired ed atter her 
dulbands compaſſe. And as p Pathematicall lines which Geo⸗ 
metricians doe figure in their carrad ers, haue no motioofthem 
ſelues, but in the bodies wher in they are placed, ſo ought a wife 
to haue no pꝛoper no: n 02 affect ion, vnleſle fra- 
med 
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med after the ſpeci all diſpoſiti d ofherhuſbad: Fo2 to tcroſſe him 
with cantrartoa, as tu tre lone when he ſetleth himſeltto mirti 
1 oꝛ amidſt dis melancholieto ſhewe herſcife paſiing merrie, dil⸗ 
ö V cotrereth either a end 82froward will oppoſite to 5 honozable ? 
JC | verfue-vf,Dbedtence: But ſaith Antiſthenes, ſome wiues re- 
1 ſemble the nature ot the Pone , whith the furtder ſhe is remo⸗ 5 
| .  uedfromthe Spheare of the Sunne is the moꝛe radiant, 4 the 
BY ner benche appꝛoacheth in his beames the moze eclipſedand ob⸗ | 
W i: | fcured :\oþfonnery diſtante is bet wene them x their huſbands 1 
the better chere, when in place they are euer ſoꝛrowkłull + pen⸗ 
ſiue: which rrabbedconſtitution is the well of endleſſe diſquiet, 
wherof ſpꝛingeth a peculiar + peſtilent enoꝛmitir: fo2 the trou⸗ 
bleſome cotmerſatton ot awife that ſpendeth the day in diſcoꝛde 
and the night in bnules, were ſys as chaſte as Hipficratea,as 
Wife as Sulpitia, at tich a8 Pamhea, yet it darknethj theſe foze⸗ 
named vertnes 4 makes der odious: wheras there is no grea⸗ 
tet pertwaſtons ta allaptde choller icke humour t froward diſ⸗ 
poſition of mtuthen Obedience: foꝛ ſayth T heocricus, g good 
mite Gonldvvſe the ruſtome m ber houſethat the Perſians did in ; 
{5 warres:fo2 whentheit enemies made any inuaſſon either by , * 
ſkirmiſh, Camiʒado oꝛ maine battell, it they ruſht vpon p pikes f 
| with any clamours, the Perſians receiued them with ſilence, but 
g ik they aſſaulted with kurie they ioyned koꝛces with lo wde Ala⸗ 
rums ſo ſhoulda wiſe woman when Ye ſes her huſband in 
choiler appraſe him mithpacience, and when be is quiet then 
ſeke to periwade him with reaſons. CA hero Arioſto in à lon⸗ 
net hath this ſenſure engliſhed thus, 
Phe fweete content that quitts angry thought: 
in The pleafmg ſound of how jhold harmone: 
i Tie Ph ſiche that dayes What fare wrought: 
The buſwifes mcanes. to make true melodic, 
Is not with Sample, Har pe or Wworldty pelſe, 
But ſmaothly by ſubmitting of her ſelſe. 
Iuno the Qucene and miſtris of the She, 
When angry 1 oue did threat her wih afrovpne, 


ö | («ſe Gamy nede for Nectar faſt to bye 
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+ With pledſing face to waſu ſuch challe downer; = 11+) 
For angry Hu hands findes the ſomeſt eaſ s,, 
Whenſiveet ſuhmiſtion choller doth appcaſa. 
The Lawrell that impaler the beæd withpraiſc 
T be lemme that decks the breaſt of umi y: 
Vie Pe aule thats orient in her ſiluer ruies: 
ThiiCrowne that honors Dames wiltaignty:. . 
Div Saphi<,G olde, preene Bayes thr _—_— 1. 
Bus dlauobedience worſxih this clelighr. 7 
with theſe verſes J conclude, that there is no better thing 
pꝛaiſe wo2thy in a womanthen bediente „which a Catalogue 
of infinite examples is able to make manifeſt:Cornelia the wife 
of Gracchus falttngatfirſf in diigrate with ber Huſband, not. 
koꝛ that ſhe wanted vertue, but that the courſe of his vnb2tdeled 
pouth, led him to a furſousfuperiaztys ofthe pong Lady,which 
te countermanded with ſach and duttful obedience, 
as ſhe reclapmed that by her owne geuernment, which the Se⸗ 
natoꝛs by thꝛeats could not perſoꝛme. Emiliathe wifeof Scipio 


the Aﬀrican,although the was of moze honourabie parentage: 


then her huſband, being deſrendedfcomtheauncientatid punces 
ly line of the Emin ſœing how he had her in contempt and vio⸗ 
lating the Nuptfall bed,fell in lone with her handmaide. pet cõ⸗ 
cealed the matter in moſt letret maner, rtulfilled in eucry thing 
bist ommaund, with ſuch obedience, that Scipio repentcd his 
fo2mer folltes;recoctiedbimſclfto her vntit his death: inſomuch 
that Emilis alter her buſbands frmerall;, to ſhewothe true plat⸗ 
fo2me of lone and cbedtence,martedthomaybts ene ol hertre- 
men, with a great do wꝛp. But eſpecially let the obedience of 
; Octavia ſiſter to Auguſtus, and wife to Anthony, bee a ſufficient 
pꝛeſident foꝛ our purpoſe: oho net with ſt anding the inturp her 
VYuſband offered, hy pꝛekerring a Que ne betoꝛe her, nepther fo 
vong, kapꝛe, noꝛ vertuous, vet bare ſach tntyꝛt aſttu ſon ta An- 
thony, that neither the intreaty ot her bꝛether, the perſwaſions 
of her kindꝛed, noꝛ the rememb2ance ofthe iniury. could ext in⸗ 
guſſh the leaſt ſparke of her loue. Thts dertuous Pꝛinceſſi hes⸗ 
ring that her huſvand was to make warre againd the Partbi- 
C 2 | ans, 
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ans, pꝛouſding Sotdſours,money and Munition, to ber ſour⸗ 
ney as farre as Athens, where ſhe receiued letters from Antho. 
ny to returne backs to dome, which ſhe with great obedience 
perfoꝛmed, ſending him al the foꝛename d neteſſaries, although 
ſhe perfectly knew that Cleopatra was with bim in the fielde: 
But when the warres bet wirt him and Auguſtus were ended, 
he ſent ſtraigbt to commaund Octauia that ſhe ſhould. depart 
from his houſe, which ſhe did ſo obediently, that Rome after her 
death would haue erected an Image in ber pꝛalſe, but that Au- 

guſtus would notfuffer it, R ping Anthovies childꝛen, that bee 

bat vy his firſt wife, with ſuchtare and diligence, as it did wel 
note co the woꝛldher lone and obedfence. To tonſtirme which 
moꝛe at large, J willrehearfea pteaſant biſtozy, | 


-  Pentlopes Tale. 


l dine the Soniban of Ag, who by his pꝛo⸗ 
wee had made a generall conqueſt of the Sonth- 
e ceaſt part ot tbe wo ad, tene to wife Barmeniſſa the 

eneiy daughter and beyꝛe of the great Chan, wha: 
amongſt ſundʒy Sutoꝛs nat inter iour to him in pa- 
rentage and p2ogeny, vet made ſuch a caxefull choyce of this 
yong Aepipn Mꝛ inte, not foz his beauty ( foʒ that Nature had 
dented him that fauour nut to bis vertue(ſith be was wiſe and 


valtant) that impꝛinting the perfeuian ut bis mind with a dep 


inſight into the derpeſt plate ot᷑ ber heart, and ſealing the knot of 
fancy with p ſignet ofmartage,ſhe neuer ſo much as inthought 
croſt him with any diſcourte ſte:et foꝛ that men arethe ſubiecs 
of Foꝛtune and thetfoꝛe variable, and the true diſciples of time, 
andtherefo2e momentary , he began to loath that in the fruite 
which he loued in the bud, to ſpurne at that in pſaddle, which 
be ſecretly vſed in thecradle, repaying the faith of Bermeniſſa, 
not with flattery to inueagle her, but with foule language tle 
better to manifeſt his hate: which although Nature fo2bad ber 


to bzoke, yet obediencethe Þeralt y beſt imblazcth loue, taught 
| ber 
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her that againff ſach ſozrow there was no better ſalue then pa- l 
ttence: that revenge in a woman was not to be executed by te 
band, but by the hart, and pet not with rigour but with clemen- it 
cp,perſiſting in this opinion, Olinda the Concubine which Sa- 'y 
ladine ſo greatly loued, ſent a letter to this cect, | 


O linda to Saladine health. | 


F the fnward affects of the minte be manifeſted by antward 8 
P effects, 02 the brow the baſhfull bew2aper of ſecrets, and pet 1 
F the true diſconerer of thoughts, may be credited, the Empe⸗ 'S 
rour of </£2p! in his lones refembleth the Pyne tree, whoſe q 
leanes remaine in one colour but one day: Mell might the cen⸗ W 
fares of wiſe Clarks haue bin caueats of my likely mtſfo2tune: x 
fo2 they ſap P 2tnees affect ions as they are gloztousſo they are 8 
dzittle: that the fanour of kings hangs in their eye lids ready |} 
with euery winke to be wiped out: that as they are full of Ma⸗ WA 
ielty and aboue taw, ſo they are full of incoſtancy,becauſe with- ow 
outlaw; this which other (poke by pzofe,now A alledge by ex - 2 
pertence: fozyour Highnes abꝛidgeth me of my wonted allo w⸗ 4 
ante, not onely in expence but in loakes, ſo that J account that XX 
day happy when Sal. dine but glanceth at Olinda, The miſtris 17% 
of my mtſhap is thy inturtous wife Barmeniſſa, to who J wiſh. 0. 
thy ili fo2tunes e my miſeries: ſhe with a fatned obedience ſe@k- _ Þ'F 
ethfo:tnueagleth& with a conteipt of her loue, who if ſhe did T 
loue, could not content, foz ſhe wants theepe pleaſure, beauty: 17 
thou tickled with an inconſtant humour doſt liſten to the melo⸗ 1 
dp of the old Syꝛen, whoſe necke ſhadowed with wꝛinckles at⸗ 1, 
leds but bad harmony: Kcp not (Saladine fire and water in *« 
one hand: in running with the Hare hold not with the Hound; 
beare not both a S woꝛd and an Oltue. yarrs gaue ſentence but . 
on Venus part, affed ion bꝛoketh no diuiſion: therefo2e if thou 9 
toue Olinda, hate Barimenifla: follow the exampte of Anthony, | 
who after his choyce of thy Conntriwomart never fanourcd 9 
Octauia: tis beauty that merits a Crowne, and as well would 
the Diadem of Apt bel me thy Lemons dead, as thy 3 
C 3 the 
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the willes of Þ:tneesarelaws,theirloks death, their cenſores; 


ary peremptoꝛy: Acop5affoxdetb confections and popſone, wby' 


thenHould Barmeniſſa liue to diſquiet the, to enuy me, and to: 
ſtaunder vs both: i not with her tongue, pet with the paynted 


ſhewe of her vertues. This perfo:me without delap, o: excuſe 
ff thou wilt be counted the kriend ok Onda. J want money, 
ſend me ſſrethouſand Aſpers, though my counſaile be great my 
expences are ſmall: And ſo farewell, Olinda. ä 


1 DE King hauing rccefnedthis Letter ⁊ thꝛoughly vewed 


thr contents put it vp inhispocket,+th2oughother vꝛgent 


affapꝛes committed to obliuion the requeſt of Olinda. A fewe 
dayes paſſing, as Saladine pulled out his Handkercher, by faz⸗ 
tune hetoft his Ketter: which Barmeniſſa finding, after p by the 
ctents) ſhe pertetued how the king not only vad alienated hts 


mind, but Aough perſwaſions intended her death. yet with cõ⸗ 


ſtancy andpatience,thinking to ſhewher ſelke honozably and 
obediently minded in moſt extreame perrils, ſhe thought not by 
reuenge to make requitall of ſuch treachery, but by a hountifull 
cdurteſteʒ to ſhewe her enemies ho littie the eſt emed of they 


pꝛiatrſſesShetherfozt pꝛoſently pꝛouiding fo many Aſpers as 


Olinda ſent [a2, conueping them to her by a ſpeedy meſſenger; 
charging him vpon his lile not onelpto de liuer them, but to ſap 
that they cametrom the Souldan, leaſ (as wamen olt times, e- 


ſpecially ot et una ion, are prruerſe) tro wardnes ſhould moꝛe 


zeunile then netellity. The meſlenger obeping the Pꝛinceſſe 
command went in great haſte and per foꝛmed his charge: but 
as he returned, the Souldan who was going tbether, encounte⸗ 
red him and demaunded the cauſe of his fourney: the poꝛe fels 
low/{fearcfull to be tript in a lpꝛꝭtolde the Bing from poynt fo 


point, tte effect ot his meſſage; firft how the Qacene had found 


r read the Letter: th gu w ſhe ſent him with the mene, z aue 
in chargo he ſhould ſ3p the Aſpers were ſent fra the Souldan. 
Saladie hearing thts, iet the meſſenget goc ⁊ went lo: ward on 
his way, where diſcourſing the maner ol ibe Suæœnes revenge 


to 0:44 3-it made * not onelp not aſhamed of her intent, 
bt! t 
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but allo deſperat to go foꝛ ward in her perlwaſtos:ſo that befoꝛe 
his departure, the Soul dan was fully reſolued to depoſe the 
Nueene from all regall and pꝛintelp dignitie, andto inueſt her 
with the Crowne and Dpadem which reſolution in ſhoꝛt time 
twke eſfen: foꝛ ſummoning al his Nobillity at the pꝛomontoꝛie 
of lapher tg a Parliament vpponcertatne Articles pꝛefecreda⸗ 
gainſt his wies confirmed by falſe witneſſes, ſhe was by ge- 
neral conſent depoſed: and p ceremonte of ber depoſiiion being 
finiſhed, and Olinda ſeat fo2 into the Parliament houſe, he 
pꝛonounced theſe wo2ds, 
At is no maruaile it pou ſt and amazed (right mighty P2ins 
ces of Mgipe) to ſee pour King who was wont to craus vour 
tonſent᷑ in ſmall affayꝛes: without your connſel now to begin a 
thing of ſuch impoꝛtance, 3 meane a Pariiament; But he that 
ſzeketh to haue his purpoſe vnpꝛeuented muſt be ſecret and ſpee- 
dp, leaſt either foꝛtune oꝛ counſaile hinder his enter pꝛiſe. Many 
things fall out betwerne the cup andthe lip, and daunger is at⸗ 
wales a tompanion to delay, To take away therefoꝛe all occa⸗ 
ſions ot hinder ance, I haue vpon the ſodatneaſſembled vou, nat 
onely to heare what I can ſav, but without either doubt o2 dent- 
all to confirme what J will lav. Being dino2ced from my quon⸗ 
dam wife and pour Que ne by lawe, although 4 am olce, vet 
not ſo ſtricken in age but that J can and muſt peelde to affa ion: 
I intend, nay 3 will in diſpight of all men, take Olynda hecre 
pꝛeſent to my wife, and bekoze we depart fro this Bellion, ſhce 
ſhalbecrownedQnenc.Contecure doth aſſure me vor wil all 
greatly miſlike ofthe match, and grudge that your King ſhould 
marrie ſo low. But 3 charge vou al in general, ant weſh exbrp 
one thatloueth bis owne like, neither with counſaile no2reaforn 
to perſwade me from that 4 haue purpoſed:leaſt he tncurre kur⸗ 
ther daunger and my perpetuall diſpleaſure. 

The Robillitp, but eſpeciallp his ſonne Garinrer of the age 
oft wentp yeres, grudging at his mothers miſhap, end that uch 
à common Dtrumpet ſhould poſſeſſe her place, made inrions by 
the foꝛce af nature, burſt out intothis chollericke replye. 

Map it pleaſe pour Highnc ile (A feare to offend) if 5 ſap what 
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I ſhould, and pet were loth to flatter in ſaying what J would 
not: but i J map haue free libertie to ſpeake what 3think,my 
verdit ſhall be ſone ginen. J confeCe that what pleaſeth the fa- 
ther ought to content the ſonne: and theretoꝛe J count the will 
of 5aladyne alawe to Garinter:pet as obedience wiſheth a con- 
ſent,ſo Nature willeth with a friendly denpall todiſwade from 
things that offende not onely men, but ̊ are euen hatefall to the 
Gods, I ſaptherefozethat Saladyne ſhould get mozehonour by 
exyling Olynda,not onely from Babylon, but ont of all the con- 
fines ot ¶Ægipt, then if he had obtayned moꝛe kryumphes then 
that inuincible Cæſar. No doubt pour Grace ſhall ſone, nap Y 
feare to ſone, ſinde my woꝛds to be true, that in hoping to get a 
ſwete content you gayne a ſower miſlike : like to them which 
pleaſed with the colour ofthe tree Lotos, art poyſoned aſſone as 
they taſte of the Apples. 

Barmeniſſa, hearing how ſharply her ſonne ſhoke bp the Em⸗ 
perour, with a modeſt countenance, as nothing grud ging at the 
iniur ie ol foꝛtune, at ber laſt farewell gaue him this charge: Al- 
though lonne the law of nature willes the to be partner of thy 
mothers miſfoztunes,yet the Gods, whoſe lawes are aboue nas 
ture, commaunds that thou gainſap not the dia ofthy father: 
Foz as vroclus the Academic affirmes, there is nothing which 
we ougbt moꝛe to regard then duetie and obedtence: the com⸗ 
maunde of the father is not to be limited by the conceipt of the 
child, foꝛ as their ſuperiozity is without pꝛopoꝛtið, ſo their wils 
ought to be without dentals, firſt the frowne ofa father (ſaith E- 
picterus) is like the eleuation of a Commet which fozeſhewes 
euer ſome fatall and finall ruine. Then Garincer offend not 
thy father in thought, leaſt the gods grudging at thy ſecret diſo⸗ 
bedience plague the with an open renenge: further ſonne, thou 
art his iubied, and be thy ſoueraine, what duetie is due to ſuch a 
mighty potentate thou muſt by law and conſcience offer vnto 
him anofeing by the conſent ofthe Ægiptian lawes J am de- 
poſed, and Oiinda inueſted with the regallcrowne: if a mothers 


- commannd\may be a conſtraint to the ſonne. i charge the that 


thou ſhew her the ſame obedience that belongs to a 1 
an 


and thy fathers wife. Philarkes 8̊ ſonne of Pſamnetichus obeped 
Rhodope,whom his father raiſed from a common courtezan to 
a Pꝛinceſſe. Antiochus the ſonne of Demetrius buitved ſtately 
Sepulchꝛes foꝛ his fathers Concubines: Reurnge(ſon)ought 
not to go in purple, but in white, ⁊ the ſalue foz iniuries iv not 
choller but patience: foz myne owne part Garinter ſet the 


do bn no pꝛecept but y which my ſelf meane to houldfo2 a pꝛin⸗ 


ciple, and thou by imitating thy mothers ad ions, ſhew thy ſelfe 


to be duetiful, which il thou per foꝛme, x will tontinnually pꝛaꝝ 


to the Gods ofthy god, otherwiſe, if foꝛ my cauſe thou intend 
reuenge, 2 wiſh thy ill e ſo wiſhing to thy father as to my loue⸗ 
raigne, ⁊ to the Pꝛinceſſe as to one honozed witf; a Diademe, 3 
take my leaue at Court, as wel cotent with my atduerſitie, fo 
pit is p kings cõmaund, as euer J was with pꝛoſperitie: And 
with this the Pꝛinceſſe departed leauing both ber ſonne and the 
Nobles paſſing penſiue foꝛ her pꝛeſent diſgrace, The Souldan 
not ſatiſſted with this iniurie, cauſed pꝛeſently Pꝛoclamatiõ to 
be made, that the Pꝛinceſſe ſhould haue no reliefe, but what ſhe 
earned with her hands, that her ladies ſhould be labour, and her 
maintenance, no other then her o lune indeuout could p2outde 2 
This edict commaunded to be publiſhed, the King ſolempniſed 
his marriage with ſumptuous ſhowes and triumphes , + Ga- 
rinter that he might ſhew how carefull he was to obey bis mo- 
thers laſt command, bzoght in Paſkes and comicall delightes 
to finiſh vp the lolempnitie of p nupttals. The feſtiual time be⸗ 
ing paſt, Olinda puffed vp with a ſwærte conceipt of her pꝛoſpe⸗ 
ritie, ſo ruled and ouerruled in her gonerment, vſing ſuch tiran- 
ny in woꝛds, and perſwading her Huſbandto ſuch diloꝛdꝛed ac- 
tions, that ſhe generally fell in hate of all the people, in ſo much 
that the Souldan himſelte grudged at her ambitious pꝛelum⸗ 
tions: Vell leaning her to her follies, againe to the Lady Bar- 
meniſſa, who fallen from a Crowne to a Cottage, and from a 
Scepter almoſt to a Strip, ſtil ſalued her want with labour and 
her pouertie with patiẽce, bearing as pꝛincelp a mind in aduer⸗ 
ſitie, as ſhe did in pꝛoſperitv, nt ither grudging at in ſuryx, noꝛ ga⸗ 
ping alter reuenge, ſtaied thus vpouthis vertnous 
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7 wo [ | taking her woꝛke in her hand(fo2 the vſe of her needle was her 
s {| yeerely revenues) ſhe walked out ot her pooꝛe houſe towards þ 
court,that ſhe might by ſome one o2 other learne how her ſonne 
behaued himſelfe to the Emperour: paſſing on pooꝛely attired, 
j | (fo2 hechaunged her habite with her foꝛtune) at laſt ſhe came 
5 S within ſight of the Pall ace, when as conſideratio of her fozmer 
eſtate pꝛelented vnto her mynda Confuſed Chaos of ſoꝛrotoful 
Wi! and diſquieted paſſions: ſo that ſitting down behinde a buſh in a 
=. little Thicket ſhefcll into theſe tearmes, 
W | ö Unhappie Barmeniſſa, why are the Deſtinies ſa inequall al⸗ 
| loftersof miſhap as to appoynt thy youth, which to others is a 
| pleaſant ſpzing of god foꝛtune, tothe a froſty winter of miſhap? 
Z AretheStarres ſo inequal in their coſtellatton,oz ſo incertaine 
| in their influence, ö Bateſty hath no pꝛiuiledge againſt miſe- 
rie, noꝛ the title ofa Qucene no aſſurance of god hap : Js the 
ſeate of dignity like the Chariot of Phoebus, whoſe wheels cha⸗ 
| lenge not one minute ofreff?£ye (Barmeniſla)ſap with Solon, 
F Creſſus is not happie befo2e his death. Confeſſe with Amazias 
F King ot Ægipt, that 8 pꝛoſperous ſucceſſe of Policrates pꝛogno⸗ 
ſtitated ſome dyꝛe euent: that Foztune ſkandeth on the wether⸗ 
tocke of time, tonſtant in nothing but in inconſtancte: that no 
ö man is happie befoze his end, and that true ſelicitie conſiſteth in 
of à contented life and a quiet death: fo2 J ſee well, that to aſſigne 
b happieneſſe to him that lines (conſidering the alteration that 
n i tyme and foꝛtune pꝛeſents with ſundap ſtratagemes) is to allot 
x - therewardof vicozte befoze the battel be fought. The greateſt 
4 miſerie of all,ſaith Bias, is not to beare miſery, and that man is 
1 moſt happy (quoth Dioniſius) that fr his yoath hath learned to 
1 bee vnhappie. Demetrius ſurnamed the Beſieger, iudged none 
b « moze vnhappy then he which neuer taſted of aduerſity: fo2 that 
; i fo2tane accounts oftyzem as abiects and vaſſaltes of diſhoneur, 
„ 


who me ſhe pꝛeſents not as well with bitter pilles asſwet po- 
tions. Alluding to that ſaping of Plutarke, that nothing is eu 
that is neceſſary, vnderſtanding by this wo2d,neceſſary, what⸗ 
foeuer commethto a wiſe man by fatall deſtinie: becauſe, vſing 


patien ce in neceſlitp, he giueth a greater glozy vnto vertue.Sith 
: then 
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then (Barmen iſſa) the fall from a Crowne ought to be nofople 
to content, greeue not at Foztune leaft thy ſozrowe make her 
tryumph the greater: but beare aduerſitie with an honoꝛable 
myndt hat the woꝛlde may iudgethou art as wel a Pꝛinceſſe in 
pouerty as in pꝛoſperity: foz Kings are not called Gods foꝛ 5 
they weare Crownes, but that they are Lo2ds ouer Fame and 
Foꝛtune. Although theſe ſecret meditations were perſwaſions 
vnto quiet, yet ſhe no ſoner caſt her eye to the Pallace but ſha 
was ouercharged with melanchely: to auoyde p which, taking 
ber N&dle in her hand ſhe fell to woꝛke, and hearing the pꝛetty 
Birds recoꝛding their (wet and pleaſant note, ſhe warbled out 
this Padzygale. 


Barmeniſſas Song. 


The ſt a:cly ſtate that wiſemen count their good: 
The chiefeſt bliſſe that luls aſleepe deſire, | 
Is not diſſent from Kings and princely blood: 
Ne ſtately Crowne ambition doth require. 
For birth by fortune is abaſed downe, 
And perrils arc compriſed within a Crowne, 


' The Scepter and the glittering pomope of mace, 
The head impalde with honour and renowne, 
The Kingly throne, the ſeate and regall place; 
Are toyes that fade when angry fortune frowne, 

{content is farre from ſuch delights as thoſe, 
Whome Woe and daunger doc enuie as foes: 


The Cottage ſeated in the hollow dale, 

That fortune neuer ſcares, becauſe ſo love: 

The quiet mind that want doth ſet to ſale, 

Sleepes ſafe when Princes Seates doc ouertlromwe. 
Want ſmyles ſecure, when Princely thoughts doe feeie 
T har feare and daunger treads upon their beele, 


Bleſſe fortune thou whoſe fromme hath wrought thy god: 
Bid farewell to the Crowne that ends thy care, 
: D 2 The 
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| 7 he happy fates thy ſor! ows haue withſtood, 
By ſyning want and poueriy thy ſhare. 

_— For now content ( f nd fortune to deſproht ) | 

/ V V#b patience lows thee quiet and dclight, : 


Barmenifla had no ſoner ended her mad2fgale , but that the 
heard a great noiſe, which at the firſt amazed her, but at the laſt 
ſhe perceſned it to be the voice of men: defiroug therfozeto bee a 
partner of their ſecrecy,ſhe kept her ſelfe ſilent win the thicket, 
when ſhe perceined certaine ofthenobles ol £217: Þ were rety⸗ 
red to that ſolitary place, to confer of the ambitious ſupꝛemity 
that Olinda vſed ſince her Cozonation, and amongſt the reſt one 
ofthe Loꝛds, whoſe name was Egiſtus, burſt foozth into theſe 


tearmes, . 


— was 2 


— — — — — 


Egiſtus Oration to the 
Lords of Egipt. 


| bw is not bnknowne(rightHono:able L o2des of A gipt) not 
onely to vs, but to the whole Empire, hoo the Bing, ſeduced 
by the flatter ing allurements ofa Strumpet, hath not onely 
violated the law of our Gods, in pꝛophaning the nuptiatl Bed, 
made ſacred by the holy law of Patrimony, but alſo the law of 
Ag ipt, which koꝛbiddeth diuozce wout cauſe:but ſith in a Po⸗ 
narchy the willes of Pꝛinces may abide no check, but their rea⸗ 
5 ſons/ how ſ2encr vnreaſonable ) are the pꝛinciples y map not be 
4 infringed,it reſteth only foz vs to complaine, but not to red2eſle; 

1 It aſt ayming moꝛe at þ wervle ot our toũtry the our own lines, 

: we ſet our reſt on the hazard and ſo deſperatly th2ow at al. Firſt 

: let vs conſider that Saladine the mighty Souldan of Acgpt, 
puffed vp with the Highnes of his Paieſty, and number of bis 

; Territo ies ſabiect to his gouernment, hath been ſotp2annous 
by to his commons from his firſt Coꝛonation, that vnleſle his im⸗ 
moderate pꝛide and pꝛeſumption, had bin mittigated by the vers 


teous clemency of his wife, the burthenot his crueity long — 
nce 
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ſince had been intollerable: but now hauing depoſed that pere- 
leſle Pꝛinteſſe, whoſe vertues made her famous, and vs happy, 
and maried a Concubine, whoſe vanities bꝛeedes her enuy and 
our miſhap: we are to lok foꝛ noother euent but our particuler 
ill foꝛtune, and the gener all ruyne of the weale publicke. Then 
my VLoꝛds, leaſt we ſhould be ſpotted with the ſtaine of ingrati⸗ 
tude, in ſuffering the P2fncefſe tnfury vnreuenged: and leaſt we 
ſhould ſeme to be boꝛne moꝛe fo2 our ſelues then our Country, 
let vs attempt the reſtitution ofthe Quene, and the fatal ouer · 
thꝛow ok the inſolent Concubine, although death and daunger 
were the end of our enter pꝛize: The plot my Loꝛds J baue laid 
by impopſoning her cup at the next ſupper: but with this pꝛo⸗ 
uiſo, that no intent of treacherp, ſhall ſo much as inthought be 
pꝛetended to the perſon of our Soueraigne, whom next vnder p 
Gods we are bound to loue ⁊ reuerence. Zhis my Lozds is my 
purpoſe, wherto i vou conſent, J meane this night to put it in 
— 2 to craue that my ſpteches may be buried in 
ence. 

Egiſtus hating ended his Oꝛation, the Loꝛdes not only gaue 
their free tonſent, but alſo ſware to be ſecret, and to be ayders in 
his defence, if any iniury ſhould be offred foꝛ his enlerpꝛiſe:and 
vpon this reſolution they departed. Barmeniſſa (who all this 
while held her ſelf cloſe in the Couert ) hauing heard their deter⸗ 
mination, was ſurpꝛiſed with ſuch ſodaine iop, that at laſt ſher 
burſt fo2th into theſe ſpeeches, 

Now Bermeniſſa, thou ſc&ff that delay in rtuenge is the beft 
Pbtſicke: that the Gods are iuſt and have faken thy quarrel as 
aduocates of thine infury:now ſhalt thou ſe wꝛong ouer ruled 
with patience, and the rupne of thine enemp with the ſafety of 
thine owne donour time is the diſconerer ofmiſhap , and F02- 
tune neuer teaſeth to ſtretch her ſtrings til they cracke:ſhame is 
the end ok trechery, and dichonour euer koꝛerunnes repentance. 
Olin da hath ſoard with icarus, is like to fall with Phaeton: 
ſ@ncr are bꝛuſes caught by reaching to hye, then by ſtoping tw 
low: Foꝛtune grudgeth not at them which fall, but enuy bytes 
the which climbes : no w ſhall the Loꝛds of Aegi by renenging 
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thineencmp w ke thy content © And why thy confent Barme · 
niflaꝰdoth cotent hang in reuenge, oꝛ doth the quiet of the mind 
pꝛotce de by the fall of an enemy? De it thou not(fond woman) 


that the p:oſperity of Olinda is the pꝛeſetuing of thy gloꝛy: 


that it is pꝛincely aſwel to be faithfnl as patieni:that it is thine 
bonour to put vp cariſelesſnſurp,and her ſhame to heare of thy 
bnhappines: nap, what would Acgipt, yea the whole wozld ſap, 
(it by treachery her bane be pꝛocured) but that it was thy troth⸗ 
les indeuour ſo ſhalt thou loſe moe fame in a minute, the thou 
(halt reconer in many pres: Mben ber lpes the doubt, eyther 
malt J haue mine honour by her miſhap, oꝛ elſe ſ&ke the ruine 
ol my friends by diſcouering their pzetence . Zreacherythou 
knoweſt Barmeniſſi, is not to be concealed; friends haue no pꝛi- 
uiledge to be falſe: amity ſtretcheth no further thenthe aultar, 
Saladine is thy @oneraigne,ſhe bis wife, and therefoze thp ſus 
periour rather rcueale their falſhood then rupnate thine owne 
honoꝛ. The wite of Maalius Torquatus cauſed her ſonnes head 
to beſmit offfo2 killing his enemy cowardlp, Sempronia flews 
her ſonne fo2 vttering ſpeches againſt the Senate. Kings aro 
Gods, agaiuſt whom vnreuerentthoughts aretreachery: The 
beadtbat is impalled with a Crownemult be pꝛaped loꝛ, not re- 
uenged. Then Barmeniſſa, be rather ingratefull to thy friends 
then trecherous to thy Pꝛince:xather ſe them dyethen Olinda 
tail into ſuch katall daunger. And with this the ſtod in a dumpe, 
and being ready to goe foʒward in her foꝛmer meditation, ſhe e⸗ 
ſpying where theSouldan 4 the Empꝛeſſe onely accompanyed 
wth her ſonne and another Noble man came walking:Barme. 
niſla willing to ſ& how the wozld went, met the Souldan, and 
with a teuerent modefty both ſaluted him and the Empꝛeſſe. 
Olinda ( who ſawe the quondam Qutene in this pooze eſtate) 
ſmpling at her folly,aſked her where ſhe dwelt and how the did 
liue, I dwell Madam quoth ſhe, inalittle Cottage adioyning 
to the Subburbsof the Citty, where accompanied with the 
friendly companions, I paſſe the day in labour with quiet, and 
the night in ſecuritp with ſweete ſlumbers: Content ſits at mp 
doe, and armed at all points lozbids epther E nuy oꝛ — 

entrance; 
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enfrance:Frugality is mp purſebearer, and Hunget the Coke 
q that aſſignes my dyet: Pouertp pzeſents me homely chere, yet 
like a god Phiſit ion to make a perfect digeſt ion, he ſauo2cth al 
| mp diſhes with quiet. And Madame, although J want animpe- 
rfall Crowne, and other Crownes alſo : this lacke I find fres 
| mee fromcare, that 3 ſlxpmozeſintheCottage, then ener A 
lumb2edintheConurt. Then (quoth the Souldan)you wozke 
fo2 vour liuing: Your Pateſty knowes ( quoth ſhe)that by pa⸗ 
rentage Jam daughter to the great Chan of Tarcaria, where 
my want was wealth, and my labour pleaſure and delight: pet 
be knowing that pꝛincipality is no pꝛiuiledge againft foztune, 
t that tbe higheſt eſtate is no warrant againſt miſhap, learned 
me to vle the Needle andthe Wheele,that both A might eſcheln 'F 
| vdleneſſe in my youth, and (it the deſtinies had ſo decr&@de)the 1 
better to bꝛoke pouerty in my age. Perhaps quoth Olinda, your 
Pattiuitp, was calculated, and ſo the conſtellation fozeſhewing 
this fal, vour father was a wiſe man and p2euentedthe Planets 7 
with pollicy: But pou told me ot th2& companions that are fel⸗ 8 
low friends with pon in pour Cottage, what bethey « The '# 
Madame quoth Barmeniſſa, that while 4 liued in the Court J 
heard of, but neuer could be acquainted with: Content without 
plenty, Quiet without enup, and pouerty without impatience: 
th2& ſuch companions, that if in extremity J ſhould miſſe them, 
inded J might count my ſelfe rightly to be miierable. The 
Souldan taking no pleſure in this pꝛattle( foʒ that his old wite 
was an fnterloeutss tothis Dialogue) haſted away, and Olinda 
as willing to be gone, tolde the olde Pꝛinceſſe that it ſhe ſtod 
in ned (whatſoeuer Acgipt repoꝛted) ſhe was not ſo much her 
enemy but ſhe would ſupply her want. Bameniſſa made an- 
ſwere,that when her friends failed her,ſhe would come to her 
fo; her laſt refuge. Alas, your friends quoth 0144, J thtnke 
they be fewe, Truth Madame quoth Barmeniſſa, miſery als 
lots not multitudes of friends. Nu ad amiſſas ibit a mic us opts, 
Pet haue 7 two, my hands and mins epes, which ſweares not 
to faile me till age dꝛiues them away perfoꝛce:but pleaſe if veur 1 
Graces to ſtay, J will reueale ſuch a matter as ſhall greatly re⸗ N 
l dound 1 
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thepꝛetence of thoſe Noble men, 
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doundto both your contentments : and then ſhe made manifeſt 


Olinda amazed at this ſodaine newes (as haſemwndes are 
euer fearefull) deſiredtheSouldanthat they might bye home, 


leaſt ſome treaſon in that place were intended: foꝛ (quoth the) J 
' knowe, whatſoeuer ſhe ſates,that Barmeniſſa wastheauthoz of 


this treacherie, whoſe life, bow long ſo euer it be, is y continu⸗ 
ance of myſoꝛrows. The Souldan whom coſcience began now 
to ſting at the very hart, turned his backe without farewell, and 
no ſooner came at the Court, but cauſed the Lo2ds that were fa- 
uourers ofthis treaſon to be ap2chended, who willingly cons 
feſſedthefr intended determination, with reſolution either to 
die 02 toperfo2m it, The Ring, perceiuing their obſtinacie, c9- 
mitted them to warde: and now to make p2ofe of Olyndas pa- 
tience, he counterfeated a mo2e deeper affect ion then euer he did, 
and foꝛ confirmation thereof, he gaue her fre libertie to make 
choiſe of thꝛe things withont denpall whatſoeuer ſhe would 
craue: which Olynda taking kindly, deſired this graunt to bee 
ſollemnelp giuen befoꝛethe ers of MÆMgipt: Upon this requeſt 
the Souldan made Pꝛoclamation th2onghout all his Emppꝛe, 
that the Nobility Honld within fiftene dafes appeare at Mem- 
phis, where then he kept his Court with notice alſo that vp- 
pon that day the Queene ſhould frly aſke thꝛe things ok the 
Souldan without denpall. The ctommans greatly grudged at 
this graunt, and began to mutinie, that a gract leſſe Toncubine 
ſhould reape ſuch fanours without deſart. The olde Empzeſſe, 
partakeralſq of this newes, willing to foꝛwarnethe Pztncefle 
of ambitton, determined with her ſelfe to ſend her certatne ver⸗ 
les, as a caueate foꝛ ſo warie a choyte. Wellleauing her to her 
Poems:the Nobtlity and many of the Commons at the dated 
tyme came, where in the Parliament houſe the Souldan reuea⸗ 
led the cauſe ot their comming ; namelp, to he witneſſes of his 
graunt and her demaund. Olynda fearing the woꝛſt, cauſed the 
Ning ſollemnelp to ſweare, that be ſhould not icuoke whatſoe- 
ver he had pꝛomiſed. The Douldan taking aduice, made this 


ſollemne pꝛoſtetation, and ſwarebythe God of the — 
| that 
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which wht the Emperoꝛ had thzoughly weighed with bimfelf; 
noting the ininrious mind of an \nſolent Concubine, he fel into 
ſuch hate againſt hertoꝛ her pzef8ypbion;thathe burſt fozth in 
to theſe tearmes. J ſ& wel, as the diſtreſſed eſtate of pouertp is 
intollerable fo2 want, ſo the d oh an inſolent per ſon is 
not to be ſuffered foꝛ patde:thoughts aboue meaſare are eyt her 
cut ſhoꝛt by time gafoptynexthey which gaze at a tarre ſtum- 
ble at a ſtone: the Cimbriam tab ſa long at the a unne that 
they waxe blynd: — U— — Maieſty 
a marke to gaze vũtij that in pzeſurnting with Phaeton, they 


ryofa Crowne, bath iy af ka a'Trvwne, and 
Dignity that ought to | into vertrious reſo⸗ 
lutions, hath made ther avery mitt eꝛ of victou: \os:could 


it not ſuffite the to depituethe Qucne ol der due, J meane of 
mp loue, of her Huſband, der Djgnity, ber Crowne, ber Poſs 
ſeſſions, but now thou ſg exile her, her Countey, which 
is dearer to a good mindethep ber life? Math ſhe bozne all with 
patience,e doſt thou requite all with enup?.Dath ſhe ſalue her 
miſery with content, and canſt thou uat bꝛok Paleſty in quiet? 
Js Ambitton ſo furjous a foe that it ſuffers no coꝛxiuall: Shall 
I topne vnnaturall ac ions to dilloyaitv: aue 4 fo2ſaken tbe 
mother and ſhall à now vifinherite' mine owne Wonne: Dhall 
2 bꝛing that curſe vpon mp-felfy-tq-dye wittout one of myne 
owne bloud to ſit on my Desteꝰ Ng Olynda, the leaũl of thy re⸗ 
queſts ſhal not befulfilied;g hap2e ſhal not tal from the meaneſt 
of my Sublea s heads to ſatiffie thyrenenge : Met will Jkeape 


_ oath-, notto _ „ hut to the lawfull Qucenc of A ip, 


* 


— 

— Emme hamelygto be banifhey dnt fats Wer 
rita ies, andthen tu lia in petpetuati exile. Olin 
the antes olthe Souldan would haue made replpe, but he ce 
maunded her to be taken out of his pꝛeſence, which the ends 
per tout med in all hatt then he ſont ioꝛ dis vile, andatter recs 
ciliatton made, to the great io of all his. Sabtia tm Jer 

her nn —— r mer eſtate. n. 
Penclope ope hauing finſſhedher tate Fubuls(G3 that ehſoples- 
4 ſantH«(Eoztehadbzoughtthe old Aurle on lupe) made this 
anſwer: M Argus (Madam) dad bene an Anudſtoz to pont good 
Pbhiloſophte, Mere urſes pype hat never bought his hundꝛed 
eyes in ſuch a ſodaine Number; I ſee well flape hath no pꝛeni⸗- 
ledge ouer deſire, neither hath time any warrant againſt cotet ; 
fo: had this bin but thepzeamble of your diſcourſe, myne epes 
had not grudged at ſo long an inſinuatis,eſpecially diſcouering 
luch a pꝛeſtdent ot womens perfecton. J perteiue obedience is a 
pꝛeſent ſalve agatnſt choller, ethat the wife hathj no better de- 
kenſiue againſt an angry huſhãd then ſubmiſſib with pattence. 
J tan but ſmyle (quot h Vygen ia) to ſex that Eubula bath ſuch 
careofthe occonomicall pꝛetepts, reſembling Silenus, whole 
talke was euer of grapes bet auſe hei oued M ine wel: and ſhe 
harpeth vpon the duette of a wife as one deſirous of a huſband. 
And poti quoth Eubulz flap lite the lapwing , that cryecth e⸗ 
uer fart heſt from her neſt: when Diana was pꝛeſent Cahſto ne⸗ 
uer talkedof lupiter, t pet luno was felons ouer the pure Uir⸗ 
gin: The Veſtals in Rome offered S acrace with their hands, 
not with their eyes. Lucrece hadthe picture ot᷑ Venus in hex bed⸗ 
chamber; yet ſhe was chaſt. rr ol Mercurie that — 
eard 


= 


= — —„—-— 
* 2 — 


Miacrug) did etre ate more od 03.259 030 172609 


but imile attbechollericke pzattieofher 


the opiniõ of ber matd Iſmenia,that they had rather follow lu- 
notoibe Temple then Diana te the mand rather ſing 
with Himeniastht wiepe with Vetta. the ma(ds whoſe 
conſcience told-themtbetr iris pꝛanbeſte was truth agree 
40 hir pincipbos wit h ſuence tame lope wabkiug der Nu ſe, 
_— de benden bn ber Wrb went quetiyto nn "ING 
1103 Dit inerten: ann, 8000 46 72110 209% 
23 302200 The ſecond nightsdiſeoorſe; © 
11d 1163 013% 455 4013447; 
. oe ka Avid 
:NtatelyPallace ofYenelope with thetr ſtueruli trapnes, 
(5 P2tncefleput{ed benamurning atty2e; Whith atwares 
He wa# aceuſicinedto-wente fince the abſenreof ViAlosthew- 
ing ber ſelfe (as Antilthenes commaunded; a god wile diſcon- 
tent in het huſbands abſence;p thereby ſhe might both brwyap 
the perfection ot bet lous and qualliſie thepaſſionatedefires of 
ber Sutozs: which les ing her dayly buſie about her At and 
vet her labour (tike hc lyde⸗ Daughters ti po we Water into 
bottowelefe Tabs jendleſle, cauld not tompꝛeht nd wilhin the 
tompaſſe oł᷑their imagination. what the traſon otthis ſhould be, 
ſering ſotarefully thee endeuouret her (rife to bing bet wome 
to ä ſhould caſe t heit long⸗ 


ing 


— 


Ment night appeacedin the Skye,accompaniedas befoze with 
—— ———— her old taſke, vnt wiſting 
in then tot, which befoze ſhe dad w great laboꝛ wzonght 
— Sitting thus btifily at their wozke; the olde Nurſe 
(whoby thelaſtnights pꝛattle had found the length of venelo. 
pes late) begun to waken them aut ot their dumps in this ma⸗ 
net. A marael;when 3 conſider with my ſelle that Romaines 
who couet to ſurpaſſet he Oeecians in all honozable : vertuous 
amions, din not (& into their ownefotites; whe they erect Les 


ples vnta fr A Goddelſe wozthy ot deul nt Sactiſtce, aps | 


pointing in hond ur at᷑ her ſunerni da tert ain lait iui dus ſpoꝛts 
and paſtimes calied aſter ber nume Floralia, ſhe being a muſt 
vile and (afanibus Courti; ane, and diſcrediting þ ſkate of their 
Common wealth with her tncontfnencie:+ pet grudge toerrca& 
n Amageinthemtmoꝛie nt tucrece, that with ber inuiolable 
——yJ2—— —wU— name vertue , hut fred 

Oittis tromtue burthen of a Tyꝛant . Tbereaſdn as J geile 
(quoth Penelopr) is fozthat the nature af man is ſo cozrupt 
— what vantty pꝛeſent s, thep ſſ il be it neuer 


prom tdey commit to obliutons charge toreward. an dd 
thitmenia)now à perteiue þ my doubt is abſdlued, which 
long hath holdẽ me in ſuſpente: fo long haue muſes why on⸗ 
ly in ali the whole world Diana hath a Temple in Ephetus, and 
Venus is tommonlv honozed as the Houſehold God lar, that 
tath a cozner in euery mans kitchin:toꝛʒ in Paphos, Cipres, A- 
chens; damos, Rome, and infinite other C itties, ber Temple s 
ſtand in the ſtreetes, difcouertng the eregers deuotions by the 
toſt ly and ſumptuous buildings. And yet (quoth Eubula) the 
Veſtals in nome, who were dedicated to virginitie bare Palme 
abone the reſt: fo2 the Senatozs apparelled in thetr Robes of 
ö met any of 3 the ſtreete hut they gaue — 

3 the 


hep it as anobiect ta their eyes:but what is vertuouſly - 


mage of Peate ſtack vpon the ſands, that al thefo:ce 


with 


the wall, and ſaluted them bare headed : acknowtevging fu: ati 
their Temples at Venus , that the Alter ot Veſta vetded pars 
fumes mo to the Goss. Met rind in the aunuals of 
the Romaines that Amulia a Veltall mapdcarrfed: witertoths 
Temple in u —ñ — — J- 


could not remone;yet a Veſtall Tiirginy ui 
ver Tibar with her girdle: pꝛauing by this miracle (it vs ace 
count tt no leſſe) that amongſt all other vettues iu ginitie ia 


motft fououred ot the Sods. n that wen af the ſiengi ot᷑ rt 
the moꝛtallityv of Peſttlence rapned amongft ff theiGrecians, the 


Gods would de appeaſed withna Sacrafice but with the pzaps 
ame mon. Wer ſa that 


ũ tert ain denineefſence 


ers of ipbygenia to 
the gift of pzopheſie, which is holvt 
intuſed into humain minds, was particularly beffdwed vppon 
this ſere:foz the $ibils were Uirgins, 4 the maiden that gaus 
anſwers at Delphus. Mell ſaid Eubula (quoth Penelope) pbu 
run deſcant vpo this wozd Air pou de⸗ 
ſerued to be a Veſtal) az Sibill:Petit map be ne (quoth 
Iſmeyia)that were ſhe a veſtal( I dad almoſt ata a Air gin) but 
God koꝛbid q dad made ſuch a doubttul fuppoſition) ſhe nigut 
mille in carving water with Amulia ina Stiue:ſoʒ amongſt a 
the reſt of þ Uirgins. we read of none but of her that w2oughe: 
ſuch a miracle. Eubula hearing how pleaſantly Iſmenia playes 
to gine her as great a bone fo 
which the taſt in berteththus baieſiu. J remeber Iſmenia 
Epicurus meaſured enerpmans diet bp his — og 
Abradas the great Macedonian Pirat thought every one hav 
a tetferofmart that bareſayles tn þ Oteũ:none came to knock 
at Diogenes Tub but he thought bim a Cynicke : andfancie a 
late hath ſa tied pou in deuotion fo Venns, that ſhoztly we hat 
haue pou in that vapne, to thinke there is no ſuch Goddeſſe as 
Veſta:but t ane hed Iſmenia, tis anhereſie, the conceipt wheres 
of once cauſedas god a Uirgine(I wil not inferrecopariſens, 


A" becauſe they are odious)to baingfoozthaomulus and Remus at 
a burthen: 


Penclope 


elopes 


Penelope Wan naides fo farre onerſhotethemſelnes 
inherp2efence,begant > frawne which made them bluſh, as a/ 
ſhamed they had ſo farre pat the itmito ofmodefty: but ſheper- 
cetuing by their coitenancey they acknowledged their faults, 
would not (ũti they had ſo womanly taken the cdecke)pꝛoce de 
any further in giuiug the mate, but with aſmyling chi re hꝛokt 
ont abyuptiyintotheſe ſptethes Nou put me in rememhꝛãte by 
,of mpp2ointſe,howthisnigbt'z3 wold 
diſcuſethepzectons vertus of C haſtity: which ſer ing we are ſo 
elofe ſet at our wozk,ſhal ſerue this night to pꝛeuent imminent 
numbers. C de old nurſe andthe maide s ging attent tue eare, 
Penelope began in this manner. The wile and learned man Eu- 
holde kapings haus euer been tounted as Oꝛatles, was 
ofthis penn, that the grenteſt dertue ina woman was to be 
knowne none but her haſband: alledging to the ſaping of Ar- 
gius of a woman in a ſtrange mouth is nothing 
ela but a ſeerot blame: fo that Socrates whom Apollo tearmed 
{he wiſell man in Greece, affirmed that the gremeſt foztreſſe 
and vofencothataature had gtuen ta a woman foꝛ the pꝛeſerua - 
ttom ot des neut atiun : bonour, was Chaſtity: which loſt and 
violatod then remaineti nothing but ſhame and infamp. vlato 
being domaunded what Chaffity was, mate this deſtription: 
It is quoth te, the ſhteld agatuſt luxurisuſneſſe, being ſuch a 
defeaſo} again voluptuonsdeſires;thatas he which weareth 
— tsppwwtledgedfromthepzetidiceof Thunder: ſo 
which ts aan n withiChaftity, is fafcly armed ay 

gant all tno2pthateatfecttons whatſoener: inſomucd vᷣ the eies 
Thich tas ftekls anvinconſtanf ſence velight in the variety of 
obieas. pe bought to bebufiedabout one part iculet ſubiea 
byte ferret vertue ot᷑ Chaſtity. Further, F lato calicth it à pꝛe⸗ 
—— ot dul thanghts, the coꝛrecter of vn⸗ 
tame deſire a, and an cuemp ts the difozd2rd will of the Saule: 
attvibating vntoﬆ the ſe unit ie s, that it luppꝛeſſeth fury, hin⸗ 
22eth diſhoneſt autons, bꝛædcthcötmenty, mollifieth the harts 
of tuiauta, ᷑ vieti reafon fuz a tule in all thmgs. Anderpertence 
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ee 
credit then dolupkuouſne ile, fo nothing geteilt mode honour + 
glozy then chaſtitv : C be conſideration wheredf,moued Inn 
Cz(arratherty futter a diuoꝛte, th an intdtinent ma ie 
if Gracchus had ltued inis dates that de might hane mane an 
— of þ Emp2efſekorhts chaſt wife Cone la n big dio 
— narch eſt eme ofthat vertus C haſtity 

ta th — — —ö: 
perfect lptzedoth aſtoꝛd, v 
that the mot vicious and vnbidled huſband tho 
ſmell of fuch a deuine manner ck irs grin 
ſiderationoffhis vertue, trieth out, as wondetrig at tde exteileu 
cy therrot. O hom is ide 
ſuch great gloꝛy and hanour amongſt emen: t̃as it 

bearethta 


that advzreth, + thatthing adozneth a woman ibieb maketb 
her moꝛe honqable : andthis ia not done by d reis ot u, 
Emeratds, d ꝛctions ſtones o2 ſumꝑtudus atiyꝛe, hut b 
thing that tauſeth her tobe accounted and 
chatt. — —— to inbi⸗ 


b:aterp)mucker niir — aber ay ob 
tfſurh ſumptnogsthews be apurd with arowlingepe and vn⸗ 
chaſt look wherasd wife woman thong her haneſt brbavias - 
and muteſt countenante: lead as mau as caſt theirepes'vpon 

ber, to a tont ment reuerem e af Chaſtity: Socrates mina wout 
to ſap, that toben a mat ied wife holdeth her lwking glafſe in her 
hand, ſhe ſhould ſpeake thus ta Herſelf it᷑ he be fonle: bat then 
chould become of me if I ſhould be alſo wicked? g il ſhe be latre: 


„r. 


Fenelopes Web. 


nett · ton hart tauoured womanthat is renount df herthaſti/ 
ty, is mode honozablethenſhewhichtsfamons fo2 her beauty: 
Ode tecosds that ſpeake honvzably of the Rumaine I adies, tel 
vs that the wife of apoozSmithmeting the Emp2efſe Fauſti- 
na, tookethe wall of her inthe ſtretes, whereat the ET mpꝛeſle 
grudging, complained tothe Senate, who ſending fo2 the pooze 
woman, t demaunding ok her if ſhe committed the der de ſhe de⸗ 
ned it not and therefp2e her buſband was condemned in a cery 
tain ſummeſvppon whichlentence the woman appealed 
the Senate to the Emperour, who aſked hat ſhe could ſay f 
her ſelf? Asmuchquotd ſhe, as (it thou he fuft and — — 
ſice. Foz alt bongb a am not lo honozable as thy wite, yet 4 
moze hone, and ths·¶ ittiʒ ensot Rome ougbt ta eſtœme — 
belo ze dignity: the @mperour von this diſcharged the woma 
6.09 aenaver wat, great. haning at the conqueſt of 
wel faugured @ A MPA den 
9 
— bim to lay tobe ting, that captiuity 
was nopalniledge to infringe chaff ity, and if be went about ta 
dichonos ber, ſhe would pernert ſuch violence by death: this an⸗ 
ſwere returned ta Alexander; he nat anely moderated bis de- 
ſtre but ſent her his Signet, as a warrant ot ber ſafety i Portia 
the wifeol Butus, was tald by one of ber ſeruanta, tbat certaine 
Embaſla dos of Samos wers tame, which worre paſſing beanii/ 
firl} and wet poopoꝛt tonet men: bolpe thy poace-foclegnoth ſhe, 
worldf thou haue ince pzeparea pnyſum fo: mine honout by 
the meanes af nue eye? Cyrus King of Prißa making warres 
againſt the dychians, had fo2 his ꝛyte ot᷑ the triumph a very - 
tatre moman called Panther, ha being tbe wife of Abradatas 
deſiredof Cirusfo2 bis concubine,ſye told him 
that ſhe was thaſt, the king little reſpea ing this ſhot anſwere, 
demaunded a further reſalution, why quoth panther? can there 
be any other ant wer, that is not tũõpꝛebended in tbis woꝛd. cha⸗ 
Fity*brerchy noting that the Ant idate againſt ide enucnomed 
m 3 ſureſt *. 
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to roote out ſuch vab2tdled deſtres an daaw the to inoadinate ut 


Penelope VVS. 


teu ian is this pꝛetious Jewel otchaſttty. the which the moꝛt to 
confirme, J will rehearſe vnto vous pleaſant 1 which 
hapnednot long ſince wit din our dominions of Ithac 58. 


Penelopes ſecond tale. 


12 thts Countrep of Ithacs not long unte, there dwelled a 
Noble man called Calamus, 9 bonozable,as allved 
tothe bloud Ropall: of poſſeſſions rich, as one of tbe greateff 
reuenewes in ali the Country:but therwſthallſo wedded to the 
vaine ſuppoſe ofpleaſureand delight,that his friends ſozrowed 
at the courſe ot his vnbꝛidled foll ies, ⁊ his pa tennants groned 
not vnder the burden of his eouetous deſtres, hut were taxed w 
the — — toꝛ ſuch was the inconti⸗ 
nẽty ol his liſe, as ſstiety of witon att. d ions nauer glutted his 
mind with content: But as the Serpent H. daſpis, the moꝛe ha 
dꝛinketh the moꝛe be 157 chirit, e as the valamandor, iht moꝛs 
he lyeth in the fire,tbe — — —.— 
mus offendedin 

moze his thoughts were adiu ed to ̊ vice;fo as alhis — 
did wich he might fall head dong into the Center ot ſome de pe 
miſfoꝛtune — — his wicked- 
nes, on a day as he rode on hunting wifhcertaine ot his gentle- 
men, he ſtumbled by channce at a farmers houſe, whether as be 
roadto taſte a tup ot᷑ their (mal wine, foʒ 5 the wether was hot, 
Where he eſpied a woman homel y attired, of modeſt cofitenance, 
her face (mpozted both loue and — — ſ&ingthe Noble 
man appꝛoch, dying ber chuſtal th ck es with a vermiliton due, 
after bumble ſalut at ions bought vim in a counttv Cruſe ſuth 
dinke as thetr tottage did affozd. Cala mus narrowly marking 


the pꝛopoꝛtion of this country huſwife , courteouflp tooke bis 


leaue v departed, but theſparkes oftuft that had kindled a fiame 
cfdeſire in his fancie, perplexed dis minde with ſundzy paſts 
ons: Fo2 calling to mind not onely her exterioʒ be aui v, ade mid 
with ſund x and ſcuet al graces, but alto yer in ward perfeaton, 

bewzaying 


— bewjayingtharthe was both wiſeandhonef,, de fell info this 

constant Ir hunſelkes Foz ſhame (Calamus) tet not thy 
Lhonghts:watider ma labo2inth't b lower 
— — let the fruite ot thyne age 
. of Tere: tithe Gods had not the firſtlings ot thy 
Lonoke med dane thy grapheadinpawneof a Sacrafice: 
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emittougallfrinoloaspattic.knowe 
that as ell at the ſight of thybeauty;as! by the reps:t of thine = 


ted mne in ; ſnares of fantie, that 
—ä——ñ — thy ſ werte ſelf tu traue a ſalue 
tan appeaſt. I deny not butt bau 


temper: offences are not the mꝛopoꝛcton but hy 

ſtort ſirtſtao itt auen c il not challly.yetchorily:thou 

and pꝛelerue thy Denar, 
ſhaonde th 


Jutt afrtdmbase 
and ina plenty ſhall fre the frum penuiie. I-wilknotſtand 
longer vpan1bes point . let (C@ficekbat inloningme thou ſhalt 
rope paefermet, t in denying my ſuite yurchaſe tu th buſhnnd 
autitby ſelf ſuck a batetull enemier Bs dg rtgulte the deniadtmtl 
— N cvwrovm bout)! us 
iadooipetir99; : Hen 36 12463 G63 ce dA. nas de: 
nue, mbo knetw the length oi bis ar woe by the bent ot 
chin ho we (xe ſolutd rather to taſte ot any nuſery, the fo2 iuereto 
—— nnn Wa 
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| Calamusheating thtsrotighreptye orbis Tenant, was u 
uen into amaraetlons thollex, ſopᷣ ſcarce affo2dtng ber a fars- 


well he flung out of the does, and going to bozſehehtedbome 
to the Court, The god wiſe glad that he tooke the matter io in 
ſquffe,commannded her mapde to ſap nothing to der maſter, 
leaſt it ſhould any thing diſquiet his mind. But Calamus who 
was lmpatlentolthis 8 thought that the Cittie yo 


Penelope VVB. 


wong hot v&lpattbeparly,mighthoconquered by an adult, 
andthat wia intraaty could not commaund, foꝛce would con 
trim: therefo2e ſer ing her buſband had no leaſe of his houſe, 
but was a Tenantat wil, be cummanded bis Steward, whom 
he made pꝛiuy tu his pꝛad ile to giue him warning: but W this 
pꝛauiſa, that if his wife were fauyd trau able, then he ſhould re⸗ 
maine there ſtil. The Steward fulßilling bis Los command 
p:onedSraight by experience, that it was as poſſible to ſa:ces 


ſtreame againſt bis courſe, ot he earth to aſcend rom his Cer⸗ 


ter, as to dꝛaw her mind from vertue and honeſty: and therfoze 
contrary to al law and conſciente depʒiued them oftheir liuing. 

de paze man, aſter bis wife had made him pztup to the cauſe 
ofthetr ſadaine calamity, tan eit very patientiy, i chole rather 
tu line nein content, ihen ia bly diſcredited.ſo that the pꝛeſxed 
time ol his departure being come, be quietly departed from the 
Farme tu a Cottage. where his wile and be lined as perfect A o⸗ 


ners in affect ion. 

Calamuus ſe ing bis polliey take: mall effect, (mpattent ſi ii 
in bi la paſſions, accompanied on day with ũue oz fire of 
bis men. be-aduantage of the time, perfozce; bzought 
Cratina away to bis Pallace, and paiuily left two of bis men in 
Amhuch to ki Leſt io. ¶ he neigbboꝛs beating of this miſchiet, 
fecretly ſent to Leftio where he was at plow, 4 fo2e warned him 
of all that Galan had done and intended, The poze man ſæ⸗ 
ing that to ſtriue with bim was to ſhete againſt the Heauens, 
pꝛelerring life bels ze wealth, euen as he was apparrelled went 
tarre from the plate of his reſidence , and as a man in diſt reſſe 
ſerking ſerutce, went to a Collier who entertapned and gaue 
him ſuch wages as be deſerued, where quietip, although diſqui⸗ 
eted in mind fo2the abſence of bie wie, he paſt afewvates, Di- 
ners were pooze Leſtꝰos thoughts: foz when he conſidered the 


chaſtity of his wife, ſuſpition hid her fate foz ſhame but whe be 


ſaw that womens thoughts axe aſppꝛing, and gape after pꝛe- 
ferment,andthat the greateſt aſſault to honeſty is honoꝛ, he be⸗ 
gantofrowne; lo that thus bee wæne dzead and hope hee liued 
diſquietcd, But poꝛe Cratyng whole milery was redoubled ye 
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tydfher plant. War the vnd rtl ed fury vf dhe while tt 
runs headlong into a laboꝛinetꝭ ot miſchefes leu nd remoꝛte, 
bed no tonſideratton df dir dailu foꝛtows, dutteſolurd it not ty 
fritreaty;afleaff by foʒce ta come lotde end oc his laſcaious de- 
fire. Which reſolation being nd wre to Cra fromp: 
ſhe went to polltty , and de dude dane mo1e 
courtedus, deſtriug Cala us that he would gine ber lome ſpace 
fo loꝛget her olde loue and entertaine a new choyle· He wbole 
fancy was ſomewhat — — this good ſptech, granted 
her the terme or u mont b wit fie Uberty to walkeſmthe gar⸗ 
den ard els het e bf bet ple Oratinic entoping ber wich te 
koꝛtunatiy, taking time byte dend early in a moꝛning ctole 
ſecretly from the fed into ce Covtitry; where in 
the day time bſding her amon git buches, and in the night traue⸗ 
boy — faſt as ſhe could, at laſt ſhe came to tde plate where her 

F eee e ollperrandtherechangingber apparel 


the attite of a man, ans dot dead dꝛouel 
— — next day to mming tu the Colepit s 
the demaundeb ferulte. The Mater Collpet ſcing the youth 


well faced, had pitty bis Want, and entert 7 and fo; 
that Leſtio his man wanted one to dine his Cart, be appointed 
Cratinato attend vpon um: She thankingthe Gods that ble 
ber with fo fatoweablent ſerulte was biotght to thi fight of ie. 
ſtio and tommitted to bis charge leſtioytttying the poze eſtaty 
of ſuch a young youth; not ing narro wily detyaanientes ofher 
face,fell into ſighes, and from ügbes to teares, toꝛ theremem⸗ 
bꝛance of his ſwirt Cratina: who inder te pit ing her hu(- 
bands pls intes in that ſhe was a trat deumet of his thoughts, 
tould not (as womens ſeerets oft bang at the tip ot theirtungs) 
but bewꝛap to ber huſband what ſhe was: wid when he porlea⸗ 
ly knew his wife ſo ſtranngely metamoꝛphoſed, what fo2 toye 
ok her pꝛeſence, and ſozrowthat Fo ꝛtune had made them both 
this vnhappy, heſvlb(ito'deper complaintes, weren de 
vie mite they went mer to their wozke. - 3 
ut 


But Calamus miſſing Cratina, and after diligent ſearch per⸗ 
cetuing ſhe wasttole away, kel into ſuch a melanchelii humoz, 
that bis ſeruants thought him half in atrenz ie: He c 6mandcd 
hoꝛſe to be made out into euery bie wav, al paſſages to be ſtopt, 
euerv womã to bee ramined, but in vain; which ſo increaſed his 
furte,that raking his hoꝛſe he rode vp and downe the Country 
as one halt mad, but found not that which heſought foꝛ:at laff 
Foꝛtune enuving the happines of Leſtio and his wife, bought 
him where the Tolifars were at woꝛk and a pꝛety ſpace befo2e 
ber came at the pitte hee met Cratyna : who ſeeing Calamus, al- 
though de had diſguyſed himſelfe, becauſe he would ride vnkno⸗ 
wen, vet perfectly perceiued what he was, and therefoze would 


willingly haue bene out ol his compante: but he called vnto her, 


and ſhe hauing her lether Coate all buſty, + her ſwete face al 
be ſmeared with coales, was the bolder to goe, and demaunded 
olim what he wanted? Cala nus inquired it ſuch a woman paſt 
not p way: Pes mary (quoth Cratyna) there paſt ſuch a one in 
derde, who as ſhe repozted fled from Cala nus, foꝛ that the N o- 
ble man would baue reft her ot her chaſtitie. C anſt thou tel my 
friend (quoth he) whether is ſhe gone 2 if J could ( quoth Cra- 
tyna)thinke nat ſo little curteſie in me as to bewꝛap her fo2 by 
thy ſtraighe tnquiry J pertetue thou art leruãt to that diſhono⸗ 
rable Col nus, that ſpareth neither wife no2 widdow to ſatiſfie 
bis vnbꝛid led luſt. Calamus not bꝛoking theſe hard ſpeeches al- 
liabtedkrom his hozſe, thinking to haue wel bübaſted the bop: 
who as faſf as he could fledto the Colepit. The Celltars ſœ ing 
their boy (who fo2 his god behautour they al generally loned) 
to be miſuſed by a ſeruingman, tok their whips fn their hands 
and demaunded of Calamus what he ment to offer violence to 
any of their compante:fo2 pᷣ(quoth he) the bop hath greatly a 
buſed me. Crat ua fold the al the whole matter: which knowne, 
the Colliars wiſht him if he were well to be packing. Ca mus 
ſd ing amongſt ſuch an vnruly cõpanie he could not mend him⸗ 
ſelfe, went his way with a flea in his eare. and as he roade, per 
cefued where Leſtio lay a ſlee pe, who was nat ſo dilguiſed but 
he knew him — thinkiog when he did 2 to 
7 carne 
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learne ſome thing out ol him, e ſo turning his ho:ſe into a Cloſs 


hard by, reſted himſelt behind a buſh: Long be had ndt ſitten be⸗ 


foꝛe Cratina came merily whit ling with her Cart, ⁊tolde her 
hulband all what had happened, who both ſmilcd that the No- 
ble man had ſach rough entertapument, as alſo that ſhe was fo 
cleane out of fanour.Calamus whe oucrbeard them, and pertei⸗ 
ned that the youth whome hetoke fo2 a Cripling was Cratyna 
Pp pO!f maus wife, felt ſuch a remoꝛce in his conſcience fo2 offes 
ring violence to fo vertuous and chaſt a mind, that aſſone as 
they were gone he poſted as faſt as he could to ß Court, where 
Menon the Grandfather of mp Lozd Vliſſes then raigned as 
Pꝛince, and reuealed vato him the whole matter:who greatly 


pleaſed with the diſcourſe, de ſirous to fee ſo honeſt a wife, pꝛe⸗ 


ſently diſpatcht a Put ſeuãt to commaundthe Colliar to bꝛing 
his man Lettio and his bop befoze the King, The Purſeuant 
ſpar ing no hoꝛſefleſh, tame ſo faſt from the Court that he found 
the all at dinner: who after they heard his meTage, were ama⸗ 
zed, eſpetially pee Cratina, who feared ſome new miſtfoꝛtune: 
vet cher ing her lelle the better to cofo2t her huſband, they wee 
withthePurſenant to the Court: where being b2onght befoze 
Menon and Calamus, he there tcomplained of the Colliat how 
he had abuſed him in maintaining his boy to giue him ill lan. 
guage. The Colliar(as a man smazed)conkeſled bis fault, but 
vnwittingly, ſoꝛ that heknew him not: and therkoꝛe deſired Ca. 
lamus to bee his god 102d and maſter, Menon, who all this 
while had his eye on Cratina, aſked her what he was: Hap it 
pleaſe pour grace (quoth ſhe) 3 am ſetuant to this man uho is 
owncrofthe pit, but onder this other who fs oucrlar of my 
wozk: So then {quoth the U ing) you ſeruefwomaiſtcrs,p one 
by dap, the other by night; N ay my Liege (quoth Cratina) but 
once maſter, ſoꝛ we make ſmal acrount cf any ſeruite p13 dene 
in the night. Hobo ſay pouſirha/ quot the Ring to Le iv) ie not 
tois boy your man: No mp Lo2d/quoth hcjonty mp bedktllow, 
and that is all the ſeruice J craue at his hands Atihtsanſwer 
the Eing and Calamus ſmiled, and Cretiaa fear ing ſhe was 
diſcoucred began to bluſh; which Menon pelctiuing, demaun⸗ 

ded 
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ded ok hir of tobat age ſhe was⸗ About cigbteene my licgeſquoth 
ſhe) Menon willing to trye then what the euent would be: telde 
the Collyar that he and his man, ſoꝛ that their faults were tho- 
row ignoꝛaunce, might getthem home: but fu2 pour boy ſquoth 
the Uing ) leing he is ſo poung and wel faced J meane to wake 
him my page. The Collvar was glad he was ſo diſpatcht, but 
poꝛe Leſtio thꝛough aboundaunce of grie fe was almoſt dꝛiuen 
into ancxtaſie, ſo Þ changing tolour be could ſcarce ſtand on his - 
legges: wbich Cratina percetuing, ſaing now Foztune had 
done her wort, reſolued to ſuffer all miſeries whatſoeucr, fell 
downe vpon her knees, and vnfolded tothe Ring what ſhe was, 
and from point to point diſcourſed what had happened between 
her and Calamus, intermedling her fpeches with ſuch a foun- 
taine of leares, as the king pittying herplaints, willed her te be 
of god chere: foꝛ none in all his kingdome ſheuld offer her any 
vpolence; Calamus in the behalfeof Cratina thanked the King, 
with pzomiſe befeze his Higbneſle that the vertuous and chaff 
diſpoſition of herm inde had made ſuch a metamo2pboſis of bis 
to2mer thoughts, that not ontly be was content to bꝛidle his af/- 
fect ions, but to indo w her withſuchſufiicient lands and poſſeſ- 
ſions, as might very wel maintaine ber in the Fate ofa gentle⸗ 
woman. TheKing p2aifing Calamus fo; his god minde, wil- 
ling to be an actoꝛ in this Comedy, commaunded his Steward 
to fur niſh them with appareil, and atiet ward to tonuey them to 
Calamus Pallace, where thep liued long after in pꝛeſperous 
and happy eſtate. 

The tale was long and thenigbt was tw far ſpent to run as 
ny further deicant on ſo good a plapne long, and thereioze Vene 
lope hàuing fintſhed her alike went tg her lodging. 


The third nights diſcourſ e. 


He dap no ſoner appeared, but aceoꝛding to thetr olde cu⸗ 
tome, the Noble men of Ith. ca repaired to the Pallace of 
Penelope, ho fapning her ſel fe. not well, kept ber Camber, 
which her ſonne Tele machas clpbinp,carriedthe Lots whim 
G 2 on 


on hunting, lo that that day they paſt away in p field in chaſe of 
ſuch wild beaſts as foꝛtune by chance offred them as game: ſup⸗ 
ping with Fele machus after thetr diſpoꝛt at a gr angehouſe thz& 
miles diſtant from Ichaca, they had no ſoner taken their repaſt, 
but euery man hyed home to his owne houſe, and Telemachus 
poſted as faſt as he could to his mother, whom be found at ſup⸗ 
per with her Nurſe, where he diſcourſed vnto her how they had 


- ſpenty day in hunters paſtime, with euery accident p happened 


in thechaſe. Penelope hadnoſoner ſupt, but taking cuſtome fo: 
a law. ſhe left her Sonne with one oꝛ two ol his compantons in 
the dyning chamber , accompanied with her Nurſe, and her 
Maldes went to her wozk: where falling to their wontedtaſke, 
ſth the laſt night they had a checke fo2 thetr ouermuch pꝛattle, 
thev held themſelues ſilent, 

The old Aurſe ſmiling at this new cuſtome, began to bꝛeake 
ont of this dumpe in this maner. Your maides (Madame) ſme 
by their ſilence to make a challenge of your pꝛomiſe, meane to 
heare pour diſcourſe ot ſilence: reſembung ber rin Phillips page, 
who in his Maſters Tent being ſoꝛe a thtrſt, durſt not crane 
dꝛink, but ſubfilly ſate ſinging ouer the pot. You (ay wel Nurſe 
quoth Penelope, IJ pꝛomiſed it, and now 3 will perfo2me it: 
but befo2e J enter into the deſcription of ſilence, tell me what is 
your opinion of mp peſtetnights tale? Mary Madam quoth the 
Nurſe ) that both the method and matter were ol one tempcr,foz 
both 3 liked the tale fo2 the god ſpitthes, and the pooꝛe mans 
wife fo2 her great honeſty, who by the conſtancv other mynde, 
not onely pꝛeſerued her good fame, but reclaimed the oble mã 
fro his voluptuous appettte ſo that the inſtance grew very wel 
to your fo2mer pꝛinciple:no vertue to be greater in womai the 
Chaſtity. Now Nurſe quoth Penelope, thut J haue heard pour 
opinion, to the diſconerp oi ſilente. Dewararus n Embalſla- 
deur ot Corimh being demaunded of Olimpias Philips wifehow 
theLadyes of his Conntrep hehaued themſelues: antwered; 
they were ſilent, compꝛehending vnder this wo2d all other ver⸗ 
tues as though py women which were moderate in ſpe ch could 
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lers the&enes offfme: And Plutarke compareth them fo emptie 
vellels, which giue a greater ſound then they which are full: ſg 
that wanting inward dertues to beautiflethe mind, they ſœk to 
winne pꝛaiſe by outwardpꝛattle. 

Itſemeth!ſaith Bias) that Nature by foꝛtifping tbe tongue, 
would teach how pzectous and neceſſary a vertne ſilence is: fo2 
ſhe hath placed befo2e it the Bulwarke ofthe tœth. that if it wil 
not obeo reaſon, which being within ought to ſerue inſtead of a 
bzidle to ſtap it from pꝛeuenting y thoughts, we might reſtrain 
and chaſtice fuch impudẽt babling by bit ing. and therfo ze, ſaith 
he, we haue two eies and t wos eares, tbat tberby we map learne 
to heare t ſæ much mo2ethen is ſpoken. A woman, ſaith Che⸗ 
rillus, that ſecketh to encreaſe her honour and fame, firſt ougbe 
to pꝛac iſe ſilente, then to indeuour how to talke : foꝛ the one is 
natur all, the other a vertue got by vertnous education. P hocion 
bearing an Roble woman of Athens vſe much talke, at a ban⸗ 
quet, which ſhe ſet foozth in many eloquent phꝛaſes, and being 


demaunded ot one how he liked her ſpech: Ppy friend quoth he, 


ber woꝛds may be compared to Cipꝛes tres that are great and 
tall, but beare no fruite woꝛti any thing. Portia the wife of Bru- 
tus hearing a pee woman ble much talke in her pꝛeſence, cal⸗ 
ted her aſide and gaue her money to holde ber peace, being aſha⸗ 
med that any woman ſhould be accuſed of babling. T he Em⸗ 
baſſadours of Carthage being ſent to Sc pio, who being newly 
beparted from Rome, were notwithſtanding ſumptuouſiy en- 
tertained by his wife, who ſitting a whole ſuppertime without 
vetering any wo2d, being demanded of the Caiihaginians what 
newes they ſhould carry to Hamball : tell him quoth ſhr,y Sci. 
pio bath a.wifethat knoweth hom to be ſitent. Cæſar the migh⸗ 
ty Monarcd of the wo2ld was wont toſay, that ſilen ce vſe d in 
due time and place was a pꝛofound wiſe dome, a ſober and mo⸗ 
deſt thing and fall of de pe ſecrets. Uto2bs' ſalth Noenancer) 
bath wings, and are pꝛeſently diſperſcd euery u here, and many 
repent ̊ thep haue ſpoken, but neuer that they hold the it peace. 
The Citty of Achens was deſtroptd bp $S11a the Kemame 
Dictator, who bp his eſpyals, was ar moniſted of the pꝛattl ing 

ä © 3 of 


— 


W777 Penelopes Web. — n 


- BY 
F F of certaine women waſhing of their clothes, where they talked 
S TP of a certatne place inthe townethat was weake and wozft de⸗ 
| | | fended, Many inconuentences grow ofthe tntemperaney of the 

14 tongue, as diſcention and ſtrife in a houſe, wheras contrartwiſe 
G nothing moꝛe appeaſeth choller no; ſheweth modeſty then ſi⸗ 
14 lence . To confirmethe which, 1 will rehearſe apleaſant and 
4  * delightfullÞiſtoy, 


j | Penelopes third tale. 


| 
| | T He Þ{fo2iograpbers whoſe Annual Reco2ds makes me- 
| tion of that auncient Citty of Delphos, where Apollo 
| deliuered his Ozacles, ſets downeas Ch2ontcledfoz truth, that 
lt f ſometime there raigned as chiefe and Gouernour of the Citty, 
one Ariamenes, a Pzince, wiſe, as ſeated in a place where ſhe 
mmeeanelt inhabitant was able to diſcourſe of wiſedome rich, as 
1 inde wed with ſuch and ſo large poſſeſſions that all his boꝛdꝛing 
13 neighboꝛs were inferiour to him in wealth and reuene ws: and 
loꝛtunate, foꝛ that he had thꝛee Sonnes: honourable, as diſcen⸗ 
14 ded from ſuch parentage, and vertuous, as ſauouring ottbeir fas 
41 thers pꝛudent education. Ariamenes bleſt thus euery way with 
15 earthly fauaurs, ſet ing his gray hap:es were ſummons vnto 
1 death, andthat olde age the true limiter oftime, pꝛeſented vnto 
15 him the ſigure of his moꝛtality. that he was come rom thecra⸗ 
dleto the Crgych, and trem the Crouch had one legge in the 
1 graue: knowing that the kingdome of Delphos was not a Mo- 
14 narchy that fell by inherite unte, but that bee might as well ap- 
7 i point tis youngeſt ſonne ſucceſſoꝛ as his eldeſt, being afled edio 
5 | them all altke:was perplexed with contrary paſſtons,fo which 
1 of the thꝛe hee ſhould bequeath ſuch a Royall Leagacy, fith by 
1 
| hi 
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ſuch an tquall pzopoztion Foztune had inriched them with ka⸗ 

1 nours. Nature, who is little partiall in ſich prtculiar iudge⸗ 

E ments, was by the ſener all thoughts that troubled Ariamenes 

1 bead, almoſt (ct at an non plus: inſomuch that the oide U ing 
5 dzluen into a Dylemma , ſell into this conſideration. 


T hat all his ſonnes were marrtedto women deſcendedfrom 
bono;able 


honourable parents, and that ſith his S onnes were ſocenuel in 

their vertues,he was to meaſure his afccatonby the conditions 

ofthefr wiues: foꝛ he knewthat kings in their gouernmet pꝛo⸗ 

nedoft ſuch Zuſticiaries asp ged 02 il diſpoſitiõ of their wines 
: did affo2d : foz the greateſt Ponarches haue bene ſubica to the 

plauſible perſwaſtons of wome, and P2tnces thonghts are oft 

tied to the wings of beautie. The Emperonr Commodus had 

I neuer bin ſo hated in Rome fo2 this tirannies, bad he not bene 

4 pꝛicked foꝛ ward to ſuch wickednes by hts wife, Marcus Aure- 
x hus the true t perfect pꝛeſidẽt ofa P2ince, conteſſed that hardly 
| be could with\fand the allurements of Fauſtina. Theenute of 
| a woman hangs in the bꝛow of her huſband, andfo2 p renenge 
| of an enemie ſhe paſſeth not fo2 p loſle ofa frient, Theſe things 
/ confidered, Ariamenes was thus reſotuedfo2himſelfe , to be- 
: fowe y kingdome on that ſonne whoſe wife was found tobe 
| moſt vertuous Theretoꝛe after this determined reſolution he 
p2eſently diſpatched meſſengers to his ſonnes in their ſcuerell 
P2ouſnces,y thepparticutariyaccompanted with their wines 
ſhould metehtm at Deiphos, with generall commannd alſo 5 
bis Nobillitie ſhould make haſtic repaire to that Tittie, The 
Kings commaund being put in execution. his ſonnes to ſigni⸗ 
fie their duet full obevtence,ſped them to ß Court, where being 
tome befoꝛe their father, Ariamenes after he gad ſit a while in a 

muſe with himſelfe, fell into theſe ſpœches. 

Nature ( Sonnes)the perkec miſtris of affection tyeth the 
kather to his chi{d2e with ſuch a ſtrickt league, that lone admit⸗ 
teth no partfalitie.no2 fancy b2oketh any difference, bunt a :uſt 
f pꝛopo id of god will is miniltred ik tye parties baue cquaiitie 
in their vertues. Marcus Portius cato who was afather af mans 
nv chtldze, was wont to lap, that the lone of a father as it was 
Ropall, ſo it ought to be impartſall, neither declinia g top ore 
noꝛ to p other, but as dieds doe merite. Euus Tubcro Who had 
fixteene thildꝛen of his owne bodie, at his death made equal di⸗ 
ſcribution both ef goods glands alike to them al and being de⸗ 
maunded why he did not giue bis elteſt Sonne p greater po2- 


tion, made this ani wer. And is not the youngeſt allo the ſonne 
of 
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of Tubero, This I ſpeak fo2 that age telling me that nature of 
koꝛce will clatme her due, and that many peares as Yarbingers 
pꝛouides me my long home, being father to you al, and equally 
affected, ſith no difference sf birth, but of vertues makes crcep- 
tion, willing to leaue one to ſit in my ſeate that may gouerne p 
Monarchie and Kingdome of Delphos, and vnwilling to dil⸗ 
place any, if Lo2dſhip wouldbzoke any felloſhip : Perplered 
thus with a cumbat bet \veene nature and neceſſity, J hauethus 
reſolued to pleaſe all, y ſæ ing you are maried, and a vertuous 
wife is a great ſtay to a Pꝛinte, befoꝛe the Nobles 4 TC omons 
of Deſphos here pꝛeſent, J oꝛdaine that which ol vou can pꝛoue 
pour wife to be moſt vertuous þ lame ſhal ſuccede in my uᷣ ing⸗ 
dome:theretoꝛe let me heare what euer one cã ſay foꝛ himſelf. 

Ariamenes ffroke a great maze into bis Sonnes minds at 
this ſpeech: vet foꝛ that obedience willed the to thinke their fa- 
thers cenſure inuiol able, with free conſentstheycomttted their 


began to ſap fozhis wife (nthis maner. 

Though right mightie Boueraine and father pour will bath 
ab idged me of y which naturehath given me without excep⸗ 
tion pet holding vour commandfo2 aconffraint , 4 your wo2d 
foꝛa lawe. knowing that the thoughts of P2inces ought to bee 
perempto2y., J meane not to atme at the Crowne vnder ß title 
of bicth2ight bat by the pꝛeſedẽts ok my wines vertues. Thus 
muchtherefoze tan I ſap fo2mp felf:y if p true kelicitie where- 
of Ar:{toric talketh in his Ethicks, might be boũded oꝛ limited 
witytn the compalleof mariage, that (were the Peripatetid a- 
liue) ge would ſet me Town as aperticuler inſtance ot᷑ his hap⸗ 
pinelſle. Foꝛ, to begin withthe gifts of nature þ eve, the perfect 
Judge of colours. ts able to teſtiſie that ſhe is moſt beantiful,ſo 
graced with erteriont fauours as wel inthe pꝛopoꝛtion ot her 
bodp, as inthe pecfca lintaments of her fate, that hard it were 
ko enuie to denpe her the ſuperioʒitp. Foz the gifts ofthe mind 
indewed with ſondꝛy go parts and moſt excellẽt and rare ver- 
tues, ſo that it is in queſtion whether Nature oꝛ education hath 
ſhewed the greater cunning: wiſe,obedient,duetifull and chaff, 

| as 


haps to him that is the beſt beſtower ofvertnes,and the eldeſt 
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as fame is able (blowne in euery mans eare)to manifeſt: lo: þ 
gifts offo2tune,deſcended of honourable parentage:rich as the 
Do oꝛie giut at the martage day ca witneſſe, c not barraine : 
ſothat by alowing ber the ſuccellion. your Highneſle is ſure to 
be ſerne in your poſterity as in a nlaſſe. But, As the eldeſt was 
readie to goe fozward in his demõſtratiue kind of declatming, 


bis wife feeling already in conceipt what a ſugred obefct p ght 


of a Crown were, burſt fa2th on p ſodatne in to theſe ſpeeches, 

My buſband (may it pleaſe pour Yighneſſe)bath made alõg 
fnſinuatto intermedled with a friuolous diuiſton of nature and 
Foztune, whereas the plapnſong being true needeth not (ſuch a 
Muſical deſcant:fo2 ſir, ſe ing the matter ſtandeth vpon vertue, 
the Touchftve pourÞighnes hath appointed to try our titles: 
J referremyſelfto thoſe whom fame hath made to glozy in my 
weldoings: and ſeing the defire of a Crowne may pꝛoue my 
buſbands plea partiall, J myſelfe haue ſtept in, referring my 
cauſe to the generall repoꝛte ofthe wo ld, both foz obedience : 
chaſtitie, the t wo ſpeeiall oꝛnaments that gardeth e pꝛeſerueth 
a womans honour: J wil not inueigh againſt the vertuous dil⸗ 
poſitions ofmpy ſiſters, ſith enuie in a woman is like a pibble 
Tone ſet int he pureſt gol d. But thus much. 

And as ſhe was readie to goe foꝛ ward, grudging at this ſelle 
conceipt, her ſecond ſiſter taking y matter in ſauffe,and ſtaring 
te earneſtly at the hope of a Crowne, foꝛgat her lelłand tel into 
theſe choller icke paſſions. 

G iſter, what n&deth ſo long a harueſt to ſo ſmall a crop: dal- 


die how vou liſt, Hercules ſhoe will neuer ſerue a childes fœte: 


ſelkeloue is no vertue:thep which woꝛe the Garlands in Olim 
pus, were foꝛbidden to be at the bzeaking down of the Lawzell: 
and the foliſh conceipt Nyobe had in herſelfe was her owne o⸗ 
uertbꝛowe. They which pꝛaiſe tbemlelues are like to the Peas 
cock, p̊ gloꝛping in the beautie of her gliſtiing plumes, no ſo⸗ 
ner lokes at her feete but ſhe lets do wne her feathers. Ill be⸗ 
ſemes it a Grecian Dame, eſptcially of Ddphos, to be Þeralt 
of her owne ad ions: but bis Paieſtie may think theplayniife 
hath ſmall friends, when he Is is faineto play d Adito - 

B) cate, 
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eafe, Co auorde which ſuppoſition, ycu referre his Vighnefle 
to the generall fame of the Countrev, ̊ aboue the reſt pou ex⸗ 
ceede in obedience and chaſtitie: Lake herde S iſter. fame hath 
two fates, and in that reſembleth time, readie as well to backs 
bite as to flatter:therefo2e they which build their vertue vppon 
repoꝛt, doe alledge but a bad pꝛole. But leauing your reaſõs to 
his Þighneſſe tonſderation, thus fo2 my ſelt. ſet not my gad 
name at ſo ſmall a pꝛice, as to haʒ ard it vpon the chaunce ofthe 
tongue, that ot al other members is moſt vncertaine:although 


am ſure my bozd2ingneſghbours ſo eſteeme of my doings, as 


they take mp vertnes fo2 a pꝛeſident oftheir ad ions: but à hope 
your ig hnes doth conſidery ſuch tre ſuch fruite, that 8̊ linely 
pouttraiture ofthe parents is as in a Chꝛiſtall mantteſted in p 
chtldzen:that nature is the beft touchſtone of life:that educattõ 
and nurture are as god as the Chꝛiſocol to diſcerne Minerals: 
ſo they ofmaners. Zhen right might ie Pꝛince, J firſt foꝛ pꝛoſe 
of my vertuous diſpoſition lay do mne the hono2able 4 happie 


life of my Parents ſo wel oꝛdꝛed, that fame and ennie bluſheth 


to ſtuine them with any ſpot of infamie: what care they had to 
b2ing me vp in my pouth with what inſtrucd is the paſſed os 
uer my tender peares, J referre to pour Paieſtie, as by willing 
pour ſecond ſonne to match in ſo meane a famely:fince the rites 
of mariage were telebꝛattumy huſbands diſpoſitiõ ſhall mani⸗ 
keſt. The eldeſt Siſter hearing how cunningly ⁊ pet crakedip 
this pꝛettie Dzatreſſe aimed at the matter, could not ſaffer to 


heareſolonga tale without teplyc, and thcrefoze went thus, 


roundly to the purpoſe. 
Siſter ill might vhillis haue blamed Dido fog her folly ſith 


the her ſelt intertained ſtragling De mophon fa aftiend: The 
Cynicks that inueighedagainſt other mens kaults were ſeldde 


culpable inthe ſame crime:they which will haue their cenſures 


peremptoꝛie, muſt not build their reaſons on vncertain pꝛinci- 
pies therefoꝛe wipe pour noſe on pour obne ſlæue, and if yo 
ſpie where my ſhae wꝛings me, loke to the length of your own 
laſt: foꝛ in obied ing ſelfeloue to me pou tali a ſlæpe intheſwet 


conceipt of pour owne pzaiſe: which inder d wiſely pou frame to 
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hazard on the chance of fame, fith your deſerfs are fo ſmall as 
repoꝛt is blind on vᷣ fide which lokes to pour vertues: the foꝛce 
ofpour reaſons d2awne from the authoꝛity of pzopagation,al- 
tedging nature and nurture fo2 pꝛofes of pour vertues, are too 
light to counterpaiſe wa Crowne: fo2 we oft ſie that Natures 
onely erroz is found in the diſſimilitude oflinage:ſo that thetræ 
fao:th fatre bloſlomes, pet the blomes map either bee 
nipped in the bud with vnttmely weather, oz hindzed with cat? 
terpiller as, that it never pꝛoue god xperfec fruite. The Cedar 
tri is fatre of it ſelf, but the fruite either none o2 very bad: Tis 
no opinion to ſay a god father a good child, in that time oft mas 
keth an alter ation of Aature. But your huſband was cõman⸗ 
dedfo haus pleaded pour intereſt: mary I feare his conſcience 
tels htm the Crowne hangs too byefo2 his reach, ſith he muſt 
be kaine to attaine to it by pour vertues. 

Lhe pongeſt Siſter hear ing how vnreuerently they bzabled 
beloze the Ring, began to bluſh: which Ariamenes eſpying, no- 
ting in her face che verp purtraiture of bertne,demanded of her 
why bearing her fiſtersſohard by the eares fo2 a Crownetſhe 
ſaid nothing?*her anſtwere was thus bꝛie e and pithy. He that 
gaineth a Crowne getteth care, is it not folly then to huntaſter 
loſſe? The Ring loking koꝛ a longer diſcourſe, and ſa ing contra⸗ 
ry to his expect ation that ſhe was onelp ſhoꝛt and ſ werte, pꝛoſe / 
cuted (fil inqueſtioning, and demaunded what vertues ſhe bad 
that might deſerue ſo ropall a benefit? This quoth ſhe, that wi. 
others talke, pet being a woman J can hold my peace. Ariame. 
nes and all the Nobility of Delphos wondzed at the modeſtte 
of the poung Lady, that contrary to her naturall diſpoſiticn 
could ſa well bꝛidle her affect ions. Therkoꝛe debating the mat⸗ 
ter bet wort tbem which of the th2e were moſt vertuons ; al - 
though they found by pꝛale that the other Ladies were both o⸗ 
bedient and chaſt : pet foꝛ that they wanted ſilence, which (ſayd 
Ariamenes) compzehended in it all other vertues, they miſt of 
the cuſhlon, and the Ling created his poungeſt Sonnt deite ap- 
parant fo the lingbome, 
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Enclope hauing ended her tale, theolde greatly coms 
ended the ditourle cdbictlehe wot e pleaſant at the 


parting blow, knowing that Iſmeua was a quicke wench ol her 
tongue, tolde her that this tale was a good p2eſident foz her tu 
direc hercourſe;ſ&ing ſilence was fo p2ofitabte, Tuſh-quoth 1ſ- 
mena, feare not you Madame: foꝛ when: — — 
as a Crowne, I will gaze ſo faſt at that, that — I will loꝛget my 
fo hye hangs the Grapes that the Fore will eate none: Mell 
Madame, J know your meaning,butfozall tbe cratkemꝝpen⸗ 
ny map be good ſiluer, ſith ſilence is a vertue among{ women: 
— J ſe no reaſon of neceſſity ; ſeeing nature hath bene ſo 

niggardiy in that lauour. at may ſeme quoth the Nurſe; that 
che bath been rather tod pzodigall; los tb tung wants no met- 
tall. As tbus they were about to part withtbeſemerrp quips, a 
came haſtilyruſhing in, who tolde F enelope that V- 


meſlenger 
lewas acted tht gh with pozt of — : This 


woꝛd ſo amazed — — 
leſſe M eb, Pen ber donne, andthat 

bim in poſt to bat neos be bear ot᷑ his father 
A know not. But thus abzuptly this nigbt was the diſcourſe 
:oken off: but fo; that fell out after his home comming, g re- 

ferre youto the Paraphꝛaſe, wbich — — out 
vpon Homers Odiſſea: till oben let vs leane 
Penelope attending the returne either 

of her Puſband,oz Donne, 

93 of both, 
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